, ■ 1 ■;;('■ vN rV-Lj-Vv':!'/ " ^.idthcscclcbratiid Joli'n. Wc.v 

■.■..v.-ri'-'V Til? ot^ii-r proof i,i'renmr!;;t;,tliaQ'-'ati 
iiii:'';; ". of i'.'<: rt.'uiiic Jj'oulc'iof ihc 'American clave 
, ,i;'a /i)/ icro'vji'liLi".';], "in (ill'tliat faci!iUitC3 
,,. :to'.i ■ ; i.';.-;rtil procci.-. ol'.;ccQVorlicg ii' wan 
J I, "V/: ■' ''f : -r.Td.'ilzt;!' In nil tli&t' Eiamps-.tlic 'Jtt'vr- 
' ' rl'A 1 .v.--UDlutliier"i,vitli'iacLhr.eta"au'tlljyjrocri-' 
-, '; r=nl/, hjG no' prcsiat- rival .of -Ila Tbad. cmi- 
in:.y search" in'vaia th« history of li 
,, . t^r';. li. ';ioibiu..fijr-ri ."paraHf;l..-,;,Thc cl'vil ctoo ,qC 
- xoh'i ll(^Vcl•nc^^lo\vleflycd, wilK'.that'of biirdcirib^, 
I (k-i'-o;h;cin,'TLiti c-">£ciiiJal 'ccju3iily',oCinaii.--*",Tlii* 
i'.abij E!ardcii.VofEplcunia recoijiivzcil .neither 
- iJ;;-.L(:!!V"aoriii 'A\<i yliive who. miiiislered lo his lni7 
..r--; ill'; iiriuioirialjiy-of 'iha .spiritual pa:urc;l',\Wei'ber 
'-"rhi.'h ixcr'Lv-.nrizm tauriiit, tbi; inaliciintiUity of huaiaii 
'. - TJiii Ha: Jii^,'oCih2;FeiK;al System. "^hosc mar- 
■, ' vvn:-; c!i!pn=!icoUy'^.hiat nf-Wor(iS"otlb.a'robbcr,^, 
'; ' ",'i,.v i;ho\iTd,t:i!._o:vr'tit>h=4 ili'o povvcrj'/,' .-i^-' 
^-ili:^ :;!.tiuUl^c'op ivhoiian,"' I'",. _[ 
\ iT.i.-p'aFoa'tlio nVcUsbf thclrvassalsyaid cqnn,-, 
■ _ oi'-iiinaii ns 0f lc.s3 value, lhan, that of a 

."ijifv'ir appfialcd'to^God.fQr the_smcerily'alj- 
.(hat all mi^ii AVi^re "created -equal. It' was 
t; [-jt' AmeTiciih-ilavc 'holders to.prCsent to the: 
.- -iIl^oih Mib'ninly c^a. codo of laws, bcjlnnin^ 
r- ';u^(f.!;i"l!-.'.'sticiibr?iho inalienable Jlyhuj 
I J liff£!iiy,6'tid the parfnli-ofliiipptiiCEa; 
■ n u-,'i;b^rato end syste'maUcidt:v.ial:of,- 
" *■> lb a'la'ge J)ortidhof•t!l.:i,';.ccuh- 

■ t- r; ^lif ; y'n,thcL'4[nr^riArchinenf thc'anf.ago-, 
i.vJi'jniy n'ni\tyna:iy.':'.CtiC' vert n/rtiito ^olj; 

,(■•;.• -t-.-.'-i.t'; -'ir^ Viv.' ,nr.->Uff;?f sionld 



>''iIi^:ca7;i:i',j,i'ft''Hiii3, i.^llrc^'Jaw, 
jibii pf lht;"age.tD'aT,'aUcri'in'thB'£oal 
' :! 'i '^c-.Au-L-xii r. ■ jsr; r^n^',- . pf-hti-rrrht/j-aa'a, man. 
•\,'^A\--ci:cz.n : '■\',<;!ialdcr canriot'-op 'thas.lthicnt.' 
■j-.-ri: vt'ni^ .Hfn:VQ\cnce,;lls,iJ soTJtical'propa-' 
-.-.L-'lj:, h^.T tiridIcd-';l-&6'ibf:tIiE'.-.^ijf;r(.'53cd'Of Jhc. 
1;! v-iii It) u'!?.i-j''r.; ■.vUh.hcpc.-.and for cfonTied hcadS' 
.;v;-.'l:;ils'2l6 tri:lib;C:lt; but u,^1iu; regard lo*thc'Safe= 

- :■;"- ;u; V v-c^iiai'jni.UuniunV.'j«ofui)L''is.hlm to 

^7 ■jvtrir'ot". hi--. ottTi pcopic, !e.-:r; thcv iQd EhouIif.s(;{;-ii;- 

■ -I'.rn.i'oa tilMb':" ^vorld.to ;Oia3io'.otI"''lthc'J,etteu^s,of^ 

. V •^r;<.'), gj'.d:-.v;Lji; liiroyph the h\cbi y*; tyrants to free.-" 
-jL.i/Jit: '.lalv bcca, co!ripcUcd"to,sinoUier,'jn"iljritfie'45 
>vl ^ilc'ic^;lb?VpiiA>dtj""'[jf:iifs o^7illb^jnJ^^JiU£■f^i^tlllicy■ 

hVll^l"lt?^r^drdd^obf;y,^I:o.£.l^mmQl''!V putUii'?!-, the 
} htcOw:nVtli;roar.^_Pro'jJuinimi,'";tli-i' tiiititg>of 
j;vitii;%lt=Vt;latio;tVaniLsi:ndiu:5^th9,"Sci'ij:turj;3.toi''^^ 
HU' {iViWifiT^'oC iii,i;.cartir"lio';i:q foiiiid- it.ii<;tesE-uO"..to 
•■Ini^ip."iiJ:!;liiid&i!i^ar.hopi4;liy5j]ecj:il cpd'cimcnts i 

Io''n3;il.-c,t\i-3",r;fcor;d Oircnj.3'oX'l'eacIiiiig-hi3'slayes'. 
1 1 [iicr^a^il or'saivatioUpumrjliEblq v/itlTrf-rc/A-/'- ^.l--;,' 1 
■\\'1iM morvclilica'ihM'Ami:acanbl:ivi;fj'''evca-6"ti-thc 
■■•:'-:'Vl'~\'>!: r^iimQ|;'tlic"iIijht;o_traijsrorm,moraH'2!ng3 
..i.-j 3>:-;ilf3r«. thai/it >Icg;iIinc3 man's-lusurpaUun,- of. 
y:v'-c-' r!iuiu'r;ty'--"ib(j 3ub3tiUili6n,.of "Uic .wiUtOf'-ihc 
-.r-'^'-;r, ibr-th'c.in'oraJ-i5f^''eniraenl of God: iSftt'it anai-" 
.V. - 'z'- rJ.iIJl3"of--,couccieiiciij'(.'.cTiir3 irom,tIii: eajd?-: 
' rii ol' ■T.:H?;iDi?V vfUl^'s 'Snd' pWvllcgcf; ■.by";/n:(ic"iuc, 

.l;",L;in::; ;uid ."cujciTiy dl-lqbcdicnc:;- to ih^f £),iviiiD 

-; .I'i;; , tt:"acj£ d'.;,!;oar3^;-Vj[iuvily and;chriniilyjVcn- 
:iLi,, ;'^c ,' i^ri'mc/^lcfTaiiTicS cyr.::i:lMnw":?c; .luu, ^Trhik "h 
' , e i\oyiy\-ciyvTe.\y:ln OSl' hnmb-of- hS-vmcctei'j 
iib'vi'.il protcctioj; for-JiJs lift: or.his.p'trsott'.'.--- - 
. ' , q i: uni ;- hii said/tlal, thcj-j lav.'.^; nlTord-nOiCcriain : 
y: thn {ictyM conilltioa,.of ■ U'O slavs-T : thnlj 

■ ; 'tlidinyd'-inz iL':coie,3oaU!i^\''ance uur-ido 

,. ■.!_.. p. iiy 'o;' iD'Hvidoat Tnaslers^- "It A'.-.ts n ju'.t 
xh-: Qv^Su-:ix^dA "J? ilcalcy t\ th'v.1 Tr./~ t-'cr.pL' 

ixii f'^ld icsiy-t.*^ • Alllii.'iioiry andcor:ir.-?n 



crpi^rjencQ'coiiJjym thL^.' Bc*::dt3, ndinilliii;; Vr.~.t Iho 
I:";.'iritiv'('rltv of,-. Bysleni may ba sofl^-ned in '':z r.rac- 
t/cu ilf-tlic: him'an'c, may it notalGubc: n:;:;r-iVali;dbX 
lUaf6ftitbiv:iricIbi'.3 andorncl7 - ■■ ;■ 
■'..Bat what ui;s the lestimony and admtKioii& of slavc- 
hoiders thcm^elvo.'i on'lhla.polnt l In liu'E^siv T)ubllpti- 
cd'in'C'rirlcston 'g, C-. iQ ItiiS/and cntltl.:^-'' A rtcf- 
ntatfon cf the Oaiumnfca c^r^ulcted:u,■:;ai^ist^!;^ Scatb: 
crh, and "Wectem Btate3,"by the lateEdwlni' Hoiiand, 
Esd,;jt b Eta'tcd; thai-" all slavcholdero Kavo^rlid dawu 
u'<jQ-rc5btaDce,and-perf£ctandTiniform'()ii'(?;';:"t'^i6.thcIr 
orders a-s fundameiiuil principles itt thcgOTcrnmcnt of 
fh'iiir slaves :"-ihiil Ihis is 0, weesiartf 'Tcsvdt. of tho re- 
lation/' aix^"v-navi)ii!shlc\*} ''.Uobsit X'Trinibnll.-Ebq.; 
'Qf.^oath'Oaroliiia,,iii rcniarlcingtipontlio ma,iagcment 
of-'slavca, says,!' The "oaIv.prInriplc'.iiponT7h)ch,'any 
anthurity ovt'r theni; (thti eluves;) cas bo maintained vi 
-■/caf,- "and hb,^T/ilD'UeII^^3■^J^^3lha,H■^lIlo!lmo^v)cd2•I"'bf 
them." '■> To tills may be" added 'tlio Icsllmony of -Judge 
Ilunin;oPNo,rth Carollnai cs qa'oicd' in Wheeler's Law 
of filavery'ip, C-iy.- -'/-The slave,- to rcmalaaslavo, njust 
feel that .th'ers! WTio 'a'ppcat fThm-hipr.iaf.lcr:,~)^o raan 
ceil anticipate tlio provocalfons -which tlic slave -w cold 
fjive, Uor the consequent Hvralh''ofthtfiiui5teTi promptIng 
hiW- 16' unOODYi VENGRAKCE ^inuherturhnlcrit 
tfaitori'a,VcnficaiicB"fi-c7i«raWy;pnict]sed witbjicirimiity 
'byrr-ai.cn;cfit.'«yrirctft/,'!''- ':"."'.-;;'.>; v". 

—In an EssiiV On the-'! improvcraent'oCncgi-oer; ouiilan- 
iniidna," by- Jlev; Tiinma;: B. Clay, -■a; Gla7*.:li-'jl.ilQr'of 
■B^3'aIV■■countv^Gb&rJ7ia;/lnd'pri^^cd■at;lho■^■c■luc:;L''o^ 
tbe Georgia tri-.-Ijytery, iK';1633.Vn-£-nro,told,'! ihat'.Ilie 
prc.';^Iltcccnomy^o^Hlil;slh7^l¥y■;to'l^^^^/-tf jfv-^. /:n •fhxi.'ir.ji 
itomihe slavd? iind''<^ivc liU'ri i\\ \Gi\Sih.<:T' V.M' nriaj'i 
iarfly t-z'vpdTi'hiTa'in. a'^Tpi-hir.:^- cikulHioii rj---I.l.'_A',,ii:'i 
ro\;.w6rdii, Ibc T.hbl^: tn.^ri'oixyi'C k\:i^cxyM[Q\- .-.'fl I;? 

j'r-j:v;ul--i.x>;ptUiu^li\:i; a murw Ljdi.t.iil.,-''^, .,i.;t,:iii' 
■ffiOThtng Mn'aiiioVij'^sthis isslaTcryjnsiij^lCiincd'by 
the slaveholder. himscUi":,'^ i ■. . ■V..",i,,^.---'::;/i:Y 
}■ Mr. CJay,furilwt.BapV *^-OJfcncci'.ag&{^:t':lJ:eitmsti:r; 
Dxq more seVe^cly'punishcd;tRan'violatltj;is'or-'thQ;law 
of Godj-'a fduIev.'hiiU^i'Sagiatli.'i'siavc'ji pcreonal'cliDr^ 
acter. a'gobd-'deal.'' As MampIc3'wo"mn^ iiDiici,'that 
tTifinin * (J wa^ more severely p 
.'.'.HsCthb slave)' only -ImbwH^ms'jniaBtcr^is'.lav/^i^^ 
and "pxecutioher," arid the solcf^jc'ci^of-'pUniihiicnt held 
^"tbjhja vibWj'lala niaUb?hiai aisiirp ciidjeiil an'dprbi 

■- ,* Ebii.'; W^. B; ScabrookJ Jt^ J>n addf c.'sg beforb ihb A}?rl- 
cdltUTJjV Eoclcty of B(/- John's, -Colleton,- phbiirfjiJd by 
order bfthftSbeJciy; at -ChatlestcnVin-ieSiV^rterstat-, 
Ing;tiia't •^ns'.SlavejT cilsla~Sn:SoiiHi|Cafbimn,,tJii!;-riCj- 
'tlon of iho ciiis dns sabajd' rijjJdlyL cbnfdrm. tt> thaf s'lii ip- 
of thinjr-j nhdi'ibat ".np a&i^^^^^^^p^^t«w'fl/;^«c^7^^^.* 
of ria^" should lie '3l sowed -in nhy liirtance lo.mijdiiy the 
vctiai''£^js(i!i\o/a ~plarM:lion," .^Toceidscs fjUbwa^,'*''^"? 

tubroni^Hy.ta'aght tJj-iray cardlnat principle oa,"Sriit<;h 
bur'pcculftiv iEistIintibn3\nrc" 'founded; 'viz. : ;thtit"td'his 
o«nBer;hc^i3, 'bbufld'by the'laT^.'ofGtJd opd maii'jjfliid 
that nohumanaiithoriiy can Ecvcrthc link which unites' 
ihcia;'-''The (jreat.diinpf the slavqhDlde^ri^tl^ 
bQ_to';lcccp,ljl3''j)eople In stricf- tiiloTdiitaftoni- i Iu.-,tbis» 
it ."imay-imnith be -said^ lies ld3jentircStUy.\->i'A-;^ib^ 
in ^-eating of tbo'punish'meriLs;of gSqi^cs, he, fc: narks : 
'J Iflo'our armyrthc; disuse of rpiisrtAeii/has l^c';n"^rc- 
■] tidieial; (o. the slaveholder ■ it would operate 16 (T--i>rivc 
Mm of tho i-AfJi-xuppori-f ofhia'SUthbrily.- /FQ'r.'ii ;! Jirslj 
c!da"3ofbffeuce.'^,Ii:bucider-imrri^ 

', i',* Of llvs iinluVij oi thi.i ptinisTihiciitin"l^.C)£locts,'-:'.':xrthrrif 
rr.ny" bo lc:\nic(l liy 'tho ffjlloivin'^cxtractbf nrldtoT froai n-|;c;i 
llcioaniii TtvUali:ic'3t;i;,Fiorirb,-toOi9c(lilcirori!i30hinAtIti.i. 
"il.iLcil Jimo 9(-)'?ri5 i " A"i>!;it:ti!r, ft "profciiscr ofr^'Itrtan, hi con- 
v?r,':n3 'wpnri ; Ih'j univ'(.ir\Uty'of v-'IiippiD;:, 'ieiV,arV.(i;:r that a 
p;:iiller tn G — ~, V ijo t.lrf v\lii,^j»cd a ^ic^t i3i;al, nL !^ii,ilh 
Crl tii-cd of it,,.i'n[t,ir. vented t'lo follov/iniT c jii' I'l^J": * 

pui::-h'm-Tit,'vv!i:cK'l-i,ar'* bi-ncticeil ■pl-Uo'I'v.'.TS.pay!:!- h' 
a'>ri;!;,-.-ThE-^r;-To'--ivn<; t.!.*iceil ittA'cUtin;; lioii'.'oiT) "Si'tr f- 
hnrii:; r.:"iio f^fribnyo lii'j.Iicnd, niid h:^ foel; intbacK -lliCfj-ir 
^haibii t-cald j;ct iroro c:^ purt of tlic'i;ody., ',ri)o-ni- '.UTrc.-i 
liriiiivintonJirj-f "cii^-ivo hitn till' in'otninj,' mil lyo'-iTCrj 
en-:!; in liianis'i^'hy iIio"erciJi3 of tho ncm), -whicli --. - - 
c:o!:uii liiiiv.-o iaarcdho vraa'dyias. ■■■VVo'v.-cal to,h-!:;;£i::i] 



fli night, T/itliofwi.uipviilua-d labor b'y.d^iy, ns:i puv.*. ,. 
crful auxiliary ln'ihti'caur,a otgood povtmn'ent.''T_ "ir;-- ,-■ 
perieWca hoa convIijcC'iV'm?' that thcro^ls Bo'pani^"-;-~-.''-:il ■ 
to which'tho slavOiloaha.y/ith inQrQ,;horrorf th.''ii il:r,i • 
.upon v.'hich-t'am cbrrtinentin.q',"(lii'6<£>Iocl;3,) nnd c,c;'in. 
v;bich-|ics.btpn aitcndcd';\?itlx happier" rc'.ult-s'f;,':- •■■ 
: .There is ycl ahbtlit?r,'clar-!;Of icstimohy quUa ;!3 ?cr- , . : 
tinent as'- the. forcEoir'^'.'wliich ;ma"y ct-any' t!<'at V". , 
gladncu froni, thb'u"cv;.spijpers'Df thcslavcv'slatc-;— i5(it 'r 
a'^vetliKuiehJi-oCJiiEiritciJ" foV;thclr'ti!na\7;ay-"r!avi;:'j-'.-. 
andcasiial^afiRraphs r^HlyTcl:ilin:j,enK!u'-;cV :;,;:.'.-:,;. 
would disgnicQ a land .of. Heathenism. Let the fcSlo\.: - 
ins su'ilico for.'a specimen,::,; \ ^.'v, ;■.^V.■!.-■. i^i'-}'- '.- I' 

.r.'r'iV'i' '.To tho 'Ejlitoira gf tha OonatihitlonsUjt)-;'' ■ '.^ 

; r,vAiA*ii,.iS'..c.;j?cc.iivn3r..,-.; : 

r-havn-jott tetutncd.froia hn, ingoeul,! tstdovcrt'i'S Azuii j 
bodj-'orii ncpro maiij ft ttinaWay.'that was oliot "ucai-.tha'^oalji '.. 
Edisto. in tliia.dialrict, (Bnm'wcU,) on Biitvitjuy inomln;- l:iai. 
Hw.-eiuri6!t6 hia ilchlh by his'.ov,n rdolilcVsncs.i;. ■'Ra tcu::'X'V ■ \ 
to bo.tajteri nl'.vo;"c'ndf3idthflto:li"!!rattfiiiifit5fo Iftko himlr-J ,. ■■ 
been made,' mid' hcVna dclcrmihcd'lhRi.ho woyld iwttd t'nl;n;\ , 
Whcil taken' htf ■(voa-'ncnrly-nulicd— had'o/farjiodrrl; or J;V.';i,ii; 
and'a -icaTY dub.' "Ho yzn iit iiret,- (wUcrt ihesti.vhi '.ici^ Uv 
■pliiiiiiit'of-'h'im fdiind it cbsohitcly'nccCssary.Vciot'rt, >."i''-. ■ 
nranll.Bhoti >\-ithilh6i intention rrf.jacrtly eripiiiirsjiltn. ' f , 
i't-as chot rit (ioVcral times, artd'nt list- 1)6 '^■'i^ ^0 disal '. •'■ 
ho c[i\iipel]edfo'gjirrendot,-^HnliCTVin thhrunofti. , / 
vcrj'drnSOflwariipaiUhplinistliatt^n'r.cipliboni'wn- ' ' •'(■' 
of.Jiini* ",Aa cooiinn thbnr.-jro^-^iVa.talcun; t!in " ■ : - ' 1 :' 
Was -proRiired, Imtliii'ilicd nn ttiv' ' mv • > p- ' - ft^"' 
■\vitiiC3acaftnl;o''iiiq.i116Hji;itt,l.Mf-; !!■ .,■.,] ■ .. i . -ff- 

fb'd tiql'i:TH)v/'.\v!.o''i!i;njniit'>i''wy , . ■ - , 



■.■IUJ^-TIto.'Miyair.riip,-:i'r.nu'(^:;> . _ -^nl V.-illplc;:-M_*ci;[)y 



':Sloo;n,EWiAnD.Y-Rim'tr>vayfroia tliitc 

^erTin's'.Bny,;■A'aii',Arundc^,co^]nly,'.^Fd^, 
ilojiuaryi.ncijro ninarEIyah.'.Who'cnllu^himuClf Elij'i^j i ■ 
uboat SI ycura-of.agitjwftli taadei^af OTSry dark co'a;j ! 
hoa ari-i[iipti(lici6H''m^br»'6i:occhV_ni;^ 



^:Aj:innpbliiC5rdi)Jlgp.;Feb.,;IiQ37." 



'.- £40 IITE"WAIID.— Ran- BWiiy from nsvl-biildeiK^Sinca'f 2i'*l'':' - 
bilo,- iwo'ncjjro men, J«i-tc-,nbd"'.Tira.t' 'lBaiifi"ia frpm ES irt^D' 
yonra old/dnrX-toinplerion.ocar ou Ihoi-ishfnidoof iho.fiaed; ■■■ 
and alsoobf) pa ihoriglitQidopf thdibodyrO^cajjiDacd by. iinoK .'/."- 
miOT.^ .-Tim,li\22.y9Brj!i 'ol^;dar)i.<wmplMioniijcilV,oa.tfio - • 
rishtichdpk.'na alob.wioth'cc onitho bncli.of; ilio "nocfc^-Grn---!: 
tninS,orjl,b\Vt)crir,of Dtcjitribdutn; »er.Bolo,"r.iid ■vv^ter orrirtif cf-^V- 
"byory.dcscripliupt-.nra c-auflbricd npairisttiiklng lljern'oii fcoatil'''"" 
u'ndqr'tiio penalty of^tlio Idwf 'nnd'nll blhtir porcon* i^iir.tt". . ; 
hnrboViiig or In.ony'rudnnorfovoriagtliu cscopoiirsaif! nsETsi'JF-:;* 
uhdnrliito vcjiiilty;'':"''""''.'-"^.'".-"'.'-'" ■:' 

Mobne,-sipo\v^-,':--'.-y:^'' r'-:'.-:;---.-; ^■Bxn/.n -v^AUiv:- 

■• jront(;onMr^"(AlU.>A(lrcrti_Ecr,'^ 1337. 

tiiroo,year3 ngc'y ft'cert-Tih ncpro Tn3n'na.-ncd-Bcri, (ccn;f.-jjcly _ 
lir,au*n'Oy''.ho ^linj'c'bf Ben -Foi.) '"He ij-qi/oyf llrifTctt fivo ■ ■ 
«roisjiichi:a,rdRti;<Jiwnby.'ri^dij,yclIii's7/coaip!eiicm, and has' ;\ 
J)Ut"oi)c;'"oyo. , A'ao, DJic/blhar-'ntcio/by thoJianio'cf iSi/rJciJ,"'-,: 
Acharan'n-cray'on'tho.aih of thia Kfijitli.^ 'Ho-iBCfoat-inaJtf,'',;; 
tall.'nnd'viiry black'.'wUh lurra lipa,' ■ '"■'"" -" ' ' "-"^ -■" • "^''^ - 



fjCiinn h.iflxiriiig, cijiyloviiiij', ci;:cari>In3' iLr-ii.'(.v/r-ri',t'nds--« , 
iGp'cn;\Uy oflbftiavi,:" ■- -- V/. - O;' Cop 

^jL-r.c:y(pu'uy, xfAc/,-f^^^^^ >■■■'!■■,■.■;"■■;/;:;;■-"■"'■■-' 

found hinicOTcn'-d'-"^TiUt-5:r.ijM.c-."iltr,'--ni;'d ahno:! ):'iit7.. J*: ' 
coutd;rct.'h.wo li'/cd fto'liouV loi5""-"^r;-" i-tr.—^ — ~{2m;il. 
'c:ocfui'Guch rni'cITcctivo ' -niahir-ar.t,- 'V.nt'it r.ljp-:;: fy^----- 
i;cd;J iho'-vihip.!*. ' /v"'. ; ,- '^■" ; ' 



NAR-IIATIVE OF J AM ED V/iLLIAT-IS. 



""J nc:l-ro'ivhc> h:M jiLLcoailcd from hh miir.tcr, and 
for \.-liD7'X'Av^^/;'.f<\^;.' .-io,'Xir,doi"!31C[), ha^birLanpprc- 
ncaddd and'coniiii/tlcd to prkon in Siivaiinnh, Georgia; 
The SJ.'^or jvh(j .'tat^ iiie i'act, ndtl'i, with ns mucli 
Cf)o';i'j.';?, :'3 iubu;''!) Illi'^ri .ivero no barbarity in tlic mnt- 
tCT, Uia;; liCi'tilJ.nijtL'ia.-XJt'Jcriiniil he was ccnsidernbly 
i.::J:.icd hy the dogs* (hat had becr set on him,— desper- 
ately firjliling tliam, oac cf r/liicli he cat badly v/ilh a 
uword." " 

NciS'Yorl: CoT.iv.iarcial AdvcrliSir, J'tir.c, 6, 1S?,7._ 

Prom the foresolng evidence on the part of slave- 
holders themselves, we gather the followmfj facts: 

1, That perfect obedience is required of the ckve — 
that he U majlc to feel that there is no aripcal from his 
master. 

D. That the authority of the master is only maintain- 
ed by fear— D. " rci^Tt of terror." 

3. That " the economy of slavery is to get all yaii 
c(i% from the slave, and give liim in return as liltle as 
v/ill barely support him in a working condition." 

4. That ranaway slaves may be shot down with im- 
punity by ani^ white person. 

■ G. That iiiastcrs oCer rewatos for "ktlliiiif* iheir 
blaves, " so that tjicy -.Jiay sec thcni I" 

■ G. Tliat slaves arc branded v/ith hot irons, and very 
much Ecarreil with the whip. 

7. That iron collars, with projecting pron£-s, render- 
In j It almost impossible for the v/eare: to lie down, are 
;2:;tened UROii the r.cc.';3 ofioomcn. 

Q. Thal-ihi) ncn is the mui ddfpoiit of the slavc- 
^loldsr's authority : but, thai the slucl:: are " a powerful 
.-.:;:ih':iry" to his government, 

'.. [\ T!iat rmiawoy slaves ere chased with dogs — men 
|m..._ ■ ];!:c beasts of prey. 

Sv.cii American Slavery in practice. 

The tcsliiiiiny thus far adduced is only that of the 
clavohoiilnr ai i' v.'ron;;-iJocr himself : the admission of 
ni','n x.'ho havdl ■ .".cct interest in hcepinfj out of sight 
She horrors of tl^V-ir c-v. t'j:n. It is hcsiacs no voluntaiy 
.■zdtr!is::.io'ii. Htivin^' V ai.- v.i'i'l iniquity by Iu.v;," it is out 
of .tlicir power to hide it. JS'<iv thr: -■■c^rovcry cf their 
mhuway property, Uicy,nrc C(jd;j^i,u:^i1 'o : ii-.\:r!!: in 
thn, ^iLimicjounVnls, r.rid th;U it miiy h ' ' ''■■-■l, 
"umlcr-riic..i"\C\;\.-r;Uy of d'.-^jilbinrc tK ■ ' . 
o:' "..i^v.-liip on. ilic b.Tckr. of v.-om^ii, ■' - ' ■ 
r'out ihoncci: — Ibemm-slir;' t,v ma the traces of 
lL\c brnnding-iror. . - -^hi-i^iimoSy mu;,t,in the nature 
of thin^';., hi partir." w^d. incomplete. But for a full 
'levdatim qC%i. ' ^ j;:iot3 Of the prisoii-houiie, we must 
loolr to '.hc r't..-. - himsel.'''. The Inquisitois of Qoaand 
rJriIriil r-:x<it disclbscd'the peculiar atrocities of their 
fUnii) c;'' horrors."- It was tne cscapinjj heretic, v/ith 
h; ; „ ./ollen and disjointed limbs, and bearing about him 
lUa ccziC' of rack and fire, who exposed tnem to tho 
gaze and abhorrence of Christendom. 

■Thft following pages contain the simple and unvar- 
nished story of un Amehican Slave, — of one, whose 
situation, in thu flist place, as a -favorite servant in au 
nn'stocratic family In Virginia; and afterwards as the 
sole and confidential driver on a large plantation in 
Alatama, alTorded him rare and peculiar advaritagcs 
fornccumtcobser^'ailonof the practical worltings of the 
system. KIs intelligence, evident candor, and grateful 
remenihrancc of those kindnesscsj which in a land of 
Slavery, ina(3c^Iii5icun of GuOering'lesi' biller; the per- 
fect accordance of lus statements, (made at dliterent 
tlmw, and to dilfercnt individuals,!-) one with another, 

In rcRnnl to tho tiso of Iiloodhounds, for t)io recapture of 
junaxvav 3Uvca,,%vc insert tho fo!lowin,i from ihc New-York 
ETangcnct, hcin^ an eztrsct of a letter from Nntcho.: (Mien.) 
.undor d.t.to of Janutiry 31, iSHS : " Aii inntanco ivaa rcl.itcd to 
mo in Claibomo County, in T-Inaissifipi. A ninav.-ny was 
hsiml nbout tho houno in tha ni^ht. The hound vmn put upon 
his ticcl:, tind in iho inorninc v-'n,-! found walching tho dead 
bodyof iho'ncipro. Tho do^ arn tmincd tothia service when 
youns. A negro is directed lo r.o into iho wooda and oecurc, 
mniticir upon a tree. V/hcn E'iiricicnl limo h^ clnpEod for 
(loin^ this, tho hound ia put upon hia tracl::. Tho blaclo arc 
co-ipciii-d to worrs; ihcru until ihcy nialio them their iinnl^cn- 
t)!j rncmics; and it in common to meet willi 60^3 which v.-Ul 
■Inho no r.otico of r.hit^a; though i;nliro ctrnutjon:, but v.'iilmiiror 
no tilr.i;';:: beaido iho hcu-^a rcr.'.inta lo enter the yard. ' - 

t Ti-o reader ia niforr-i lo Jonir G. V/siittiee, of Philr.- 
dolphh, or to tho follov.-io,-; r;c»l1eiuen, v/ho havo heard tha 
wholcijorapartof hiactor?, Iromhiiov/n Una: EmraorlumliGr,' 
cf KirsbortOB, Pa,, Lindley Ccatca, of Lancaster Co.y do.; 
Jaii-ca T.Iott, of PhiladclpLi:;. Ljv,-ia Tnppan, Eli=ur V/ii-Iit 
.]nn., Uc7- Dr. iTcUca, and. G. iiimcy, of Kevj- Ycr:;. 

'pr.tcntlcman. \.i;o v,t- . C:^\-r ycart; 2^0, a citi-cn of 
;ujcO U3 th-.l thr il'.'.zuicnVi mzdo to him by Jamca 
cnc'.iz-Th--'-' licT^ry rcn-sn » b:!i3ve, frc^: 
•in il-J-. C'^-.i 



as well as tlioce iJatcmehts ihemselvc-^, all aCbrd'ctrong 
confinnKtifjU of the truth nnd accuracy of h*3 f-'ory, 
There sceniJ lo have bien no effort, nn lilsp.irt, tomnl:e_ 
his picture o^" Slavery one of entire darkness — he de- 
tails cverj' thing of a mitigating character, which fell 
under his ob:.ervation ; and even the cruel dccefition of 
ills macicrluis not rendered him unmindful of bis early 
I:indncE3. ' ' - 

Tho editor is fully aware that he has not been able 
to present this afi'ecting narrative in the simplicity and 
vivid freshncps with v/hiclx it fell from the, lips of the 
narrator. , Ec has, however, as closely as pos-sible, cop- 
ied his mnnner, and in many instances his precise lan- 
guage. TnE cLA.yz iiAu cpoJiEN Ton IEI^^EL^. Acting 
merely as his amianucnsis, he has earefuJly abstained 
iVom comments of his ov/n.* 

The picture hero presented to the people of the free 
stales, is, in many respcctSjji novel one. ■ We nil hTiow 
somcthingcf Virginia and Kentuchy Slavery. "We have 
heard of tho Internal slave trade — the pangs of separa- 
tion— the slave ship with its "cargo 01 despair" bound 
for the Nevr-Orleans market— and the weary journey 
of the chained CoGlc to the dotton country. But here, 
in a ffrcnt measure, we have lost sightoft/ic victims of 
avarice and lust. Wc have not studied the dreadful 
economy of the cotton plantation, and know but little 
of the secrets of its "unlimited despotism. 

But in this narrative the scenes of the plantation rise 
before us, i-'ith a distinctness which approaches reality. 
We hear tho sound of the horn at daybreak, calling 
the sick and the T/cary to toil nnrequUcd. V/oraan, 
in her appealing delicacy and suffering, about _,to be- 
come a mother, is fainting under the lash, or sinlcing 
e:;hausted beside her cotton tow. V/c hear theprayer 
for mercy answered with sneers and curses. We look 
on the instruments of torture, and the corpses of mur- 
dered men. We see the dogs, reeldng hot from the 
chase, with their jaws foul with human blood. We 
see the meek nnd atjcd Christian scarred with the lash, 
andbQ\7ed down with toll, offeringthc supplication of 
a broken heart to his Falhcr In Heaven, for the for- 
givcnes.-! of his brutil tmemy. We hear, and from our 
'.niv-ost hearts repeat the pfiecllng interrogatory of the 
.'■.■;cd :-''-.V5, " /Tow lon^, OA Lord I hoio lor.n !" 
""T"" - ■ --litor ha:; vrrillen out the details of this painful 
; " U f^eliuLjs of sorrow. ];f thercbo any who 
X'^l ^. '.oit)iu's;itran\ctrciria'dweinng.upon the history 
of outrage and cruelty, he at least is Kot one of them. 
His taste and habits incline him rather to look to the 
pure and beautiltal in our nature— 4he sunniest side of 
humanity— its kindly sympathies— its holy afTcctions — 
its charities and its love. But, it is becaiLse he has 
seen that all which is thus beauiiful and excellent in 
mind and heart, perishes in the atmosphere of slavery: 
it is Lccause humanity in che slave sinks down to a 
level with the brute, and in tho master gives place lo 
the attributes of a fiend— that be has not felt at liberty 
to decline the task. He cannot sympathize with that 
abstract and delicate philanthropy, wliieh hesitates to 
bring. itrelf in contact with the sufferer, and which 
fihrinks from the effort of searching out the extent of 
his cfiliclions. The emblem of Practical Philanthropy 
is the Samaritan stooping over the wounded Jew. It 
musl be no faslidtons hand, whicli administers the oil 
and the wine, and binds np the tmsighlly gashes. . 

Believing, as he docs, that this narrative is one of 
truth ; that it presents an'uncxaggeratcd picture of Sla- 
very as It exists on tho cotton plantations of tlie South 
and Westj he v/ould particularly Invite to its perusal, 
thosw individuals, and especially those professing Chris- 
tians at the North, who have ventured to claim for such 
a system, the sanction and approval of the Religion of 
Jesus Christ. In view of the facts here presented, let 
'these men. seriously, inquire of themselves^ whether in 
advancing such a claim, they arc not uttering a hlghftr 
and more audacious blasphemy than any which ever 
fell from thcpsns of Voltaire and Paine. As if to cover 
them with confusion, and leave th'^m utterly without 
excuse' for thus libelling the character of a just God, 
thcs3 developments are making, nnd the veil rising, 
Vvhich for long j-cars of sinful apathy has rented tipan 
the abomlnatioas of American Slavery. Light is breal:- 
in^ into its dungeons, disclosing the wreck of baritd 
intcilcct-^f "icarts brokea — of human -affections out- 

. ^ As tho narr^jor waa unahlo to read or v.TitG, it ij'tjujto 
;in:nili]o tlial the orthography of como of tho nacics of indiviil- 
uala mcnlioncd jn'hia dory' may not bo entirely correct. For 
inf.t'inEc, tho nama of hia niaatcr may haro been cither Latri- 
Tiier, -or Larrimoio, or Xjorimtr 



raged — of soiils ruined. The v/orld v/i!l ::ee it rs- Gat- 
has alv/ays s?en it ; and vrhca He .ihall at Kni^iU lu.Luc'f 
inquisition, for blood, and His vengeance hiiiil'.i? f.vej'! 
the habitations of cruelty, v.'jtli a de;,lructica uiorj [jr. i 
rible than that of Sodom and Gomorrnh, Ilh ri;:Iitt'ni!: [ 
dealing will be justified of man, and Hi:3 name cJoii-ijil 
among the nations, and there v,"ill be a voice of v^joic- j 
ing in "Earth and in Heaven. Ar,i,ri-tn\ I~Tii:: vna-j 
MisK IS Fur.FJLr.cD I — Foa tui; JiioiiirjG oi' tjii: rooii ':iD ; 
THG oppai-^JiON or THE kckdy, God hath nianu I 

It is the earnest desire of the Editor, that this nr.rra- 
tive m.iy be the mcan^, under God, of av/al:ening ic'l 
the hearts of all wlio read it, a sympatiiy for the cipnre.-j- ! 
cd which shall manifest it^eif in immediate, active"; ; ^If- j 
facriacing exertions for their deliverance ; and, v/hile ' 
it escites abhorrence of his crimes, call forth pity fori 
tho opnrc:;sor. May it Jiave the eifcct to prevont-ibe'j 
avowed and a:7:;ocialcd fricnd.'i of the slave, Irom giViti;;',' 
such an undue importance to their o'(vti trials and [;i'hv-,, 
ances, as to_forgct In a great measure the sorro'..-.; ofi; 
the slave, i^et its eiy of v/o, coming up from the pinu-': 
tations of ihe South, suppress every feeling of I'ciiljhJ" 
ness in our heart:;. Let our regret and indignation ai{ 
the denial of the right of petition, be felt only bccau;.!.'',, 
we arc thereby prevented from pleading in the Hair:, ; 
of Congress for the " sufTcrlng and thcdomh." Anv'. 
let the fact, that we are shutout from half tlie terriiorjl" 
of our connlry, be lamented only because it prevents u.' ' 
from bearing personally to the land bf Slavery, tht 
messages of hope for the slave, and of rebuke , anc, J 
warning for the oppressor. ' " ji 

Ncitj-Yorl:, lit vw., 1838 j.;^.. 

' ' i 

'* . !' ■ 

NARRATIVE. ' ' i' 

jl 

I \yjls horn in Powhatan County, Virginia, on tht 
plantation of George Larrimore, sen., ai li place callct) 
Mount Pleasant, on'the IGth of May, ^605, My fathci.i 
was the slave of an orphan family whose name T havi.'| 
forgotten, and was imder the care of a ?.Ir. Brooke' 7 
giiardian of the family. He was a native of Africa''., 
aud wa? brou;;ht over when a mer^ child, -Trilh lu;'] 
mother. My iiloihcr v/cr! t^c r/-v-r- .:f G^org;* t-nrr; 1 
more, sen. She v.-as nearly white,' .■i.iV i;. '..■ell lijiow;,. 5 
to have been the daughter of Mr. Larrir.-.Drc liimr-i;',} ■ 
She died when myself and my .tv;in brothr;i; IJeJli^i-'-'' 
■were five years of age. — I can scarcely. rcniei.r).:r ';'-::*iV 
She had in all eight children, of v;)iom only i'.vri rir'ti 
now living. One, a brother, belongs to 'the );ei ;;: of '; ' 
the late Mr. Broclcenbruughof Cliarloilcrrviliu ; of -.vhor.^' 
he hires his lime, and pays anntially r;l'-'> for it. Ut,^ 
is a member of the Baptist church, and u^.d lo-pri"-:'-!'! 
occasionally. ' His wife is a free T."on!r.a from- Phil-'i 
adelphia, and being able to read and write, [.lught h^i ' 
husband.- The whites do not-kiiov/ thai he r.nn writ;;:,' 
and have often wondered that he aould preach so v.-chy 
without learning. It is the practice when a church i:} 
crowded, to tnrn the blacks out of their seals, -riy bro;!','; 
er did nut -like this,'bndon one occasion preached a s^r j 
raon from a text; showing that all are of one blcodij , 
Some of tho r/hites who heard it, said that such preach-^ 
ing would raise an insurrection among the ncgreefif 
Twoofthemtold him thatif ho would prove his doctrine) 
by Scripture, they wonM let him to.uut if Ijg did uot[- 
he should have nine and thirty' laslic,-.'. . no accord mi 
preached another aermon, and spoke with a "grcatdcall , 
of boldness. The two men who we're in favor nf Iiav{l ■ 
Ing' him whipped, left before the sennon v.-n". ovcri' 
those who" remained, aclmowlcdged that ho had T}:"ovo!|, 
■his doctrine, and preached a good rcn^on, nnuaujnj', 
of them came up and shook hands with him. Thi; twf! 
opposcrs, Scott and Brcckley, forbid my broiher, nAo.' 
this, to come.npon their estates. They were be '.a -''■'■\\ ' 
lists, and my brother bad before preached to ih'jii- ^^.v j ^^!;^ 
Duriig th^ c":nlera at Richmond, my broth-'T 
a scrrao;!, ; "'iich he compared the peiliki'jj .u- 1.'., ■ 
plagues, ;ifllicted the Eg^'ptian slavolioldcr'-, 

cause thuy ^.oi:!d not let. the people go. AiU-r the ; -rf _ 
monsoaio of the v/hilcs threatened to whip hint, ; .;' 
Valcnline, a merchant on ShochoniUpicrj,::.'.,di;!c.:i;t 
and a young lawyer named Brooks liiC. it vcs ''■•^"/^ 
to'ihreatcna man for preaching the truth, r'"' .- : Li'^ 
insurrection of Hat. i-'urnerhc has not 'ljj. 
to preach much. , , . • ■) 

. My twin brother -i.-as fcr :;ome time t'li- r .--yrjuv o,'; ' 
LTr. John Griggn, of Richmond, v.-ho : ;,;m .-.'u;;' 
three years since, to an Alabama Gotten .J-i .rK:,y'':' 
whom hectaid one year, and tlica ran MVay; ... rl in .' 
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rirolnbllilv ccfwc'a imo Die free ptatos or Canada, as 
™S cin n=ar ihn Maryland linn. My other bro hor 
tins in Prcaori^nsbuTC, and IjGlongu to a Mr. Scoll, a 
m-rcliam formerly oniiclimond. Ho yiaa sold from 
jfr. Larrimore's plantation Iracauso liib v.'Uo jvaa a 
'lavo of Mr. Scott^ My only sister is ll.o slavo of Joba 
rimilli of KlnK AVilliam. Hor husband was tho slavo 
at r 'r Smith, when tho latter lived in Towliatan eonn- 
°' aid °'he.i ho removed to ICing William, she was 
lafccn Y7ith her husband. ' , ^ r„„ . 

riv old master, Gcorse Larnmore, married Jane 
'■o^nc, the shiter of a gentleman named John Koano, 
one of the most dislinEtuishcd men in Virgima, who in 
mm married a sister of iny mailer. One of li.s sisters 
Snarried a Judge Scott, and another married >Ir. Brock- 
enbrongh of 'Charlottesville. MJlv 
throe children : George, Jane, and Elizabeth. 1 he lor- 
Ser v°as just Ion aa?s'oldcr than mj^elfj .^"4 
hisnlivmate and constant associate in cluldhood. 1 
it" cS to go with him to his school, and carry his boots 
for him as far as the door, and meet him there when 
th ■ "clK-.l -vas dismissed. We were very fond of each 
other .and frequently slept together. He taught me 
the letters of the alpliabetrandl should soon have ac- 
ouiredS^lOWleage'ofreaSing,lladnolGeorgo•sm^^^^^^ 
< Lscovered her son it; the act of teaching -"^^ Jhe too : 
him aside and severely reprimanded him. When I aslt- 
cd Uim, not Ion" after, to tell me more of what he had 
lcanie(i at schoS, ho said that his mother had forbidden 
iim to do so any more, as hor father had a slave, who 
, y'2instr,ictcdiK reading and writing, and on that ac- 
ioiint proved very troublesome. Ho cotild,tliey said, 
imitato tho hand-writing of the noighhoring rl;>«ors 
' and usctl to write pas.scs and ccruficates of freedom for 
tlio shaves, and finally wrote one forhimself, and went off 
to Philadelphia, from whence hor father received from 
him a saucy letter, tlianlting him for l"%='ln':ation. 

Tho early years of my lilb wont by pleasantly. Tlie 
bitterness of my lot I hid not yet realfzcd. Comforta- 
bly clothed and fed, kindly treated by my old master 
nnd mistress and the young ladies, and the plavmale 
and conOdanfof-my young master, I did not dream 
of the dark reality of evil before me. 

■ T/hoa ho was fourteen years of age, master Gecirgo 
■ ■■ -ut. to Ml uncle Brockenlirough's at Charlottesville, 

.asV student of tho. University. After his return from 
■■ bollc"c- ho -,vcnl lo .Pariaand other parts of Europe, 
-I d sSci'it l! :c= or four years in ■^ludy and travelling. 
In'tho trt-ai. '.imd I v/isi wailcr;in tho house, dimng- 
room servant, di. My old master visited and received 
vistts from a great number of the principal families in 
Virginia. Each summer, v/ith his family, ho visited 
the Stilnhur Springs and the mountains. While George 
v/oa absent, I went with him to Now-Orlcaiis, in the 
minter season, on account of his failing health. Wo 
spent thicc days in Charleston, at Mr, McDuffio s, wiih 
whom my master was on intimate terms. Mr. Me- 
DulTio spent several days on one occasion at Mt. Plca- 
sanu He took a fancy to rac, and offered my master 
tho sef vant whom ho brought with him and $500 beside, 
for me My master considered it almost an insult, and 
said after ho was gone, that Mr. McDuifie needed mo- 
n-'V. to say the least, as much as he did. 

■ He hadafineliousein Kichraond, anduscd to snend 
his winters therewith his family, taking mo with him. 
He wasnot there much at other times, eiceptwnen the 
Convention of 1829 for amending tho State Conslitu- 
lioD was held In that city. He had a quarrel with Mr. 
Neal of Richmond Co., in consequence of some remarks 

■ nnou tho cnbicct of Slavery, rtcamoncar lermtaaling 
III duel ' I recollect that during the sitting of the Con- 
vention, iny master asked mo before several other gon- 

' ilcmen, if I wished to be free cud go back to my ov/n 
country. , I looked at him \vith surprise, and mqmrcd 
whateounltyl . . .. 

" Africa, to bo sure," said he, laughing. 
' I told him that was not my country— that I was bom 

'"■■^ifyra!" saldhe, "but your fatherwaa bom in Af- 
rica " He then said that there was a place on the Afri- 
can coast called Uberia vAcre a great many &ee blacks 
-,7oro roing ; and asked me to tell him honestly, wheth- 
er I would prefer to bo set free on condition of goinj, 
to frica, or live v;itli-him and remain a slave. I re- 
plied that I had rather bo as I was. 

I liavo frequcntly.hcara hiin speak against slavery to 
Iiis visiters: 1 heard him say on ono occ3.sion, when 
some Kontlemcn were arguing in favor of sending the 
free colored people to Africa, that this was as really 
tho black man's country as tho while's, and that it would 

■ fc- as humane to knock the free negroes, at once, on the 
I-"ad d' to send them to Liberia. He was a kind man 



to his slaves. Ho v.'as proud of them, and of tho repti- 
Lat on he enjoyed of feeding and clothmg >Jcm T/e'l. 
They were is near as I can judge about oOO m ntiinhcr. 
He never to my knowledge sohl a slavo, unless to go 
wUh a wife or lluslnnd, and at tbo slave's ovm reqtiest. 
But nil ozeent tho very wcallhlcJt planters m I"= "='3';- 
borhood'soli thetn frequently. J"''" Smoot of Pow- 

I'ATo^e-o'lThr iSelMaSrs^fo\Irrja^^ 
Si^hiSond whJe he . Wt then. Thero-wero ma y 



K chmond v;ncro nc itcpi lueai. i 
others who made a business of buymg and sell i g 
slaves. I tavj on ono occasion vAilo travelling i.it)i 
Sv master, a gang of nearly two hundred men fast- 
Sd w th •chafns.''The votien followed undia incd 
and the children in wagoaf. It was t--f 
Some wore praying, some crymg, and theyall had a 
look of eilre no wrSichcdness. t is an awlul thing to 
a Virginia slave to be sold for tlie Alabama and Mrs- 
sIssiopicoun-.iT. I have Ltnown some ofthem to die of 
grid, and olliis to commit suicide, on account of it. 

In my seventoenai year, I was m.irrio(^ to .1 girl 
named karriet, belonging to John Gatewood, ^rl™" 
living nbout four miles from Mt. Pleasant. She was 
aboSf a year younger than myself-was a tailorcss, and 

used to cut out clothes for tho liimds. 

We were married by a white clergyman named 
Jones; and were allowed two or throe weeks to our- 
cclvesl which we spent in visiung and other amuse- 

"Tho field hands are seldom married by a clergyman. 
They simply invite their friends together, and have a 

''our°two"cidest children died in their infancy: two 
are now living. The youngest was only two months 
old Shcn I sa?/ him fof the last time. . S used to visit 
mv wife on Saturday and Sunday evenings, 
to young master came back from Europe m delicate 

healtl. He was advised by Ms Physi^l'-nV.n'?; w™t 
winter in New-Orleans, wliithor he oocordlngly went. 



winter in New-Orleans, wniinor iio ueeu.u.u.oy 
taking me with Mm. Here he became acquainted with 
a French lady of ono of the first families in 
The neit wliter he also spent in New-Orleans, »Ed on 
his third visit, three years after his return friim Europe, 
ho wa^ married to tie lady above mentioned In w(ay 
he returned to Ml. Pleastmt, and found the elder Lar- 
rimore on his sick bed, from which ho never rose again 
H?dled on tho 14th of July., There was 4 grat and 
splendid fuTOral, ct-.liis relatives and frlcr'l, -..rerii- 
mcrou-s. ■ n , 
His largo property was loft prmcjp;-il: ,- ;lu'- 1— 
of hil Si untirhcr decease, after whu,Ii it was to 
be divided among the three cMldren. In February Mis. 
Larr more also lied. The adtninistrators upon the es- 
tate were John Green, Esq., and Benjamin Temple. 

My young mistresses, Jaio and Elizabeth, were very 
kind to tho servants. They seemed to feel under obli- 
gations to afford them every comfort and graliCcalipn 
imisistent with tho dreadful relatlonof ownership whieh 
S?y susSod towards them. WMpping was scarcely 
mown on the estate; and, whenever it Sid take place, 
U wS invariably akainsi tho wishes of, tho young 

'"Butthc wife of master George was of a iisjio^Won 
cntirelv the reverse. Feeble, languid, and iner^ sif.ing 
SSess for hoars at her window,.or moving her 
Sltogers over the strings of her guitar, 'o t^orn^ soft 
and angSishing air, she would have seemed to a stran- 
ger incapable of rousing herself from that inMcnt . o- 
pose, in which mind as well as body part cipated. But, 
tho lightest disregard of her comra3Dds-^ar.d soinc- 
timcs oven the neglect to anticipate her wishes on the 
part of the servants, was sufficient to-awake aer. The 
inanimate and delicate beauty then changed in o a 
sVonny virago. Her black eyes g owcd.oad sparkled 
withisnaliy fierceness, hor IWlIips compressed, and 
her brows bmtnnd darkened. Hervcry voicc,^ollc.nd 
sweet Xn spealdng to her husband], xld c^qnisilely 
fine and melodious, when accompanying her guitar, 
was at such times, shrill, keen, and loud. She would 
order tho servan'3 of my youiig ""P™"." 
errands, and if thcypleadcjthcirpricr duty to obey tne 
calls of another, would denumtf that they should be 
forthwith whipped for their insolcflce. If y»nng 
ladles remonstrated with her, sh^ met them with o 
perfect torrent of invective and .-.busc. In toe P"" 
Srysms of fury she always spoke in French wit'i n vc- 
Lience and V oluMity, which strongly contrasted with 

" B-con T=it'n ndvcrliccmont 'it "ncr; and romtnodiona 
lraildiiiE3" for tho hccpinjof ncfroca, iiitur.tcd ct tlio comer 
«f ISlh and CMoy ttre?ts°cppcaj= m tho R.chiuor.d TOuj of 
Sept. 1CC3.— EniToi ' 



the calmness and firmness of tho young h-tjl-;- 
v/ould boast of what the had dono in Kcw-Orlci:,, ,.! . . 
of the eicellcrt diiclpHno of her father s slaves. . ; ^ 
said she had gone dotvn In the night to the cell t...ii !i 
her liithcr's house, and v;hipp:d the savc.i con,. 
there with her o^m hands. heard the raine to. 

from her father's sorvi,nts at Kcw-arlcaiis, v^ion I \, a., 
there with my master, Si.ebrought with her (1:0,01 o..- 
Orle.-'ns a girl named Frances. I liavo seen licr tal.a 
her by tho car, lead her up 10 the side oftha rao>n. 
hoot her head against it. At other times alio would 
stmtcli oir her slipper mid strllto tho girl on her !ac= 
end head with-it, , r - ..„,,„,. 

Cho seldom manifested her evil temper before i Lasler 
Gcorre. ^Tihrn she did, he was greatly troubled, ond 
heS to speak 10 his sisters oboul it. Her manner 
towards hlu. OTs almost Invariablylhat of cztrcme lond- 
ness. She was d.irk eomolexioned, but very beautiful 
and the smile of welcome with v/lilch she used to incot 
Mm was peculiarly fnrclnating, I did not marvel that 
Ac loved her; while at tho same time. In common v.'Mi 
all tho house servants, I re-mrdcd her as a bclni; pos.-c;> 
cd with an evil spirit,— half woman, opdhalf iicnd. 

Soon after the sellleme.it of the crtatej heard my 
master sneak of going out to Alabalaa. His t.ifc hail 
ac?cs of wifi land in Greene County in that Elate : 
Sid he had been ncgoclating for E03 miirc, Mrlj In 
tho summer of 1833, ho commonced making prcpara- 
ions for removing to that place a sufficient number of 
hands to cultivate it. He took great pains to buy m 
the wive." and husbands of those o. his own slaves wh.) 
had maVricd out of tho estate, in order, us ho said, l.n 
his hands might be contented in Alabama, and not need 
chaining together while on their journey. .It ^ ol^=y,i 
found nScessaryby tho rcrt''4»^';-"=,°"-:' 'j'.'S^^^ 
ling with their slaves to iHo far South, to hondcuii at;, 
chain their wrctehed victims, who hiivo been I 
up as the interest of the trader, nnd the lu.-.ur>- 
ccssitics of the planter may chance to rcqulrr-, ,-.i.u„i 
rcard to the tics sundered or the affoctio; ' -to •- 
olate, by these infcmarbargains. Ahovl the i-.t ol .. . p- 
terob'er,afterthes!avcsdestincdJ!n-A!- :ama r;4 ttto 
n fin.al farewell of their old he. - -tA of ll o frlciu ■. 
Sicy were leaving behlr.J, mv .tly star!,-! on their 
longjourncy. Therowo:' nail 'JU slaves, m.^i, vo- 
men and eniTdrcn. Thr, ■ :,n nnd women travelled o.i 
foo'— tl "--'!^ U ".ircu'in tlic wagons, contnirnllg Ilia 
■ ■ ■ j-c' 'Vrcviou'.; to my departure, I vi'-j!:,l my 

'(i children, ctMr.Gatcwccd'-t. i to"' : 1, ~.-'t 
;- //-■■ thoielirflii^t T should ranrn r.;;:,. :.,:!:: 
„j. !,-.!, his hanils cslabu ii'ia c.-i h; i 

now 'plantation, i lo.'f'y children in my arms .nr. n 
emhroced them; my wii. , ■■/ho was n meiahsr of thit , 
Methodist church, imfioxM the ',!e.-,dng ol Cdd uooii 
mV, during my absence, ana 1 nit-'cd nway to follow 

"'^Ju'rioonicy was a long and tcdlo- ; "Tie, especially 
to those who were compelled to walk i. v.-liolo dis- 
tance Bly master rode in a sullty, nnd I, t body 
servant, on horseback. When vra crossed ... - t,.:. 
Roanoke, and were entering upon North oarolli,.!, . • 
member with what sorrowftil coutiteiianr.cs and i„.i- 
iruage tho poor slaves looked back for tin. last time 
upon the laid of their nativity. It wasthclr last fore 
well to Old Virginia. Wo passed through Georgia, 
and crossing tho Chaltahoochc, entered Alabama. Our 
wdv for manv it vs was through a sandy tract of coun- 
try covered with'pinc woods, v/ith hero and there tha 
plaitetionofan Indian or ahalf-'orccd. After cro.s.iinH 
what is called Lino Creek, wo fonnd largo plnntalloaa 
alongthe road, at intervals of four or five miles, "Tho 
aspect of the whole country vras wild and forhlddin.g, 
save to iho eye of a cotton-planter. Tho clearings wera 
all now. and tho houses rndcly constructed of loga. 
The cotton fields, were skirted with an cnurmoas 
irrowth of oa',:, pinc, and other wood. Charred s-ttimpa 
stood thickly In the clearings, with here and Ihore a 
lnr"0 tree girdled by tho are and loft to decay, \ro 
reached at last she place of onr dcstinatiou, U ...-nn 
fine Tract of land with a deep rich coil. We halted on 
a small knoll, whera the tents were pitched, cr.d Ifca 
wagons unladen. I spent the night with tny master at 



wagons uniaocn. 1 i.ueui lu^ • TiTrV--- T 

a neighboring plantation, v/ir.h was u.-.ucr ilia c.o 
of an overseer named Flmcher. . . 

The ne-Tt morning my master r:;' "Cd n trit 11^. .1 
a man named Huekslep, who had u:-.ocr;a,..",i l.jc ma 
nagemcnt of hi; ,- nation as an ovcrs;sr, »ua h-tl 
been an overseer on ccllon plantations m;-,iy year. ti 
Georgia and North Carolina, Ho was arp-jrcntly nbo;. ! 
forty yearn of ago, with a sun! -rtlt .-iii : allov/ co-,'". ■ 
nan;c. His thick shock of tk.ck I1-, 
csvcral placcav/ith ctrcak= tt w- .. ;, 
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-J:; lold mebyblov.'3 received from slaves whom 
chv.zlii.Ui[;. 

lifter remaining In tlic vicinity for about a wcel:, my 
!i;r tool: me asitlc one morning — told me lie was 
r;::iiig to Sclma in Dallns County, and v^fishcd mc to 
I J in rc2dincLj on hla rutmn the next day, to start for 
Virginia. This v/aa to me clieorin;^ newg. I spent 
tlir.t d.iy and the nest among m^ old fellow servanls 
T.'hohad lived with mc in "Virginia. Some of them bad 
mcL?3goj; '0 ^cnd by mc to their friends and acquaint- 
ances, the aAernoon of the second day atter my 
m.iLtor , .cparlure, I disiributed among Ibom nil the 
money v/bich I had about mc, viz., fifteen dollars. I 
noticed that the overseer Hucltstcp laughed at this and 
called mc a fool : and that whenever I spolcc of going 
homo with my master, his countena.i^ie indicated some- 
thing betv.'ecn a smile and a sneer. 

-Niglit came; but contrary to his promise, my maslt;r 
tiiti 'not come. I slill however expected bim the nest 
C:\y. lint another night came, and he bad not return- 
ed. I grev/ uneasy, and inquired of Huclrstep where 
be thought ray master was. 

*' On his way to Old Virginia," s:iid he, with a ma- 
licious laugh. 

" But." said I. " Master George told me that be 
should come back and lalcc me with him to Virginia." 

"Well, boy," said the overseer, " I'll now tell ye 
Trhat master George, as you call him, told me. You 
nretostay here and act as driver of the field bands. 
That was the order. So j'ou may as well submit fo it 
Tit once." 

I Ltood silent and horror-struck. Could it be that the 
rnnn ■x.'hom I had served faithfully from our mutual 
buyjiood, whone slightest wish had been my law, to 
r:;rvov/bom I woulil have laid down mylif':, while I 
" ' 1 confidence in his integrity — could il be that he bad 
;.i_!Iy and v/ickedly deceived rael I looked at the 
He stood laughing at me in my agony. 
- Ceorgc gave you no such orders," I ex- 
claimcLl, " l^nod by the overseer's look and manner. 

The overdue; looked at me with a fiendish grin. 
"None of your iii^olence," said he, with a dreadful 
oath. " I never s;a.- ." Virginia nigger that I could'nt 
mana,'];e, proud as tbcy ;.re. Your master has lelt you 
in my bands, and you' mi;: t olicy my order,s. If yon 
don'tr why I shall have to inulic you '/-'.r; (he wi'doio 
i\cTc' pointing to a tree, to wliich'* c-f>i-iv,Mrc';i found 
liic Etavi:!! v/cre tied wl.enthey Vircrc wliipped. , 

Thrt ni-'!it wasone of i'lecp'^r'^agonv. ■ "^'^ 

t'lo hi!!n r.;-.d \\\<i .'.ireams oi~ my blrth-nlne'. : l. ^ u 

find Uo^jiltabl? home; thego!itk-\-_-,;riL,: , i :^\^, :;v.'eet- 
cniiij v.-,i;b. their sympathv t'; j 'i^orro^'-'s of the slave — 
iny v.-ifc — my children — a^. :liafbad thus far made up 
niy happiness, ro^e/T .'contrast with my present condi- 
tion. Dcoply as I;3 h.:s v/ronj^ed mc, may my master 
himself never er^tUire such a nfglit of misery ! 

At daybrer.!:, Iluelcslep told mc to dress myself, and 
attend to : ; ; directions. I rose, subdued and wretched, 
anil :\\ h:j orders handed the horn to the headman of 
t! ,.ng, who summoned the hands to the field. They 
employed in clearing land for cultivation, cut- 
ting trees and burning. I was with them tbrongh 
the day, and at night returned once more to my lodg- 
ings to b3 laughed ai by the overseer. He told me 
that I should da well, he did not doubt, by and by, but 
tliat a Virginia driver generally ha/1 to be whipped a 
few times Jiirosclf before be could be taught to do jus- 
tice to the slave.-? under bis charge. They wcro not 
ctiual to these raised in North Carolina, for keeping 
Iho lazy bell-houndj?, as he called tlic slaves, at work. 

And this was-my condition 1 — a driver set over more 
than one hundred and sirty of ray kindred and friends, 
Willi orders to apply the whip unsparingly to every 
one, whether man or woman, who faltered in the task, 
or \/as careless In the execution of it, myself subject at 
arij' moment to feel the accur.^ed lash upon my own 
bjck, if feelings of humanity should percnance over- 
come the selfishness of misery, and induce mcto spare 
r.nd pity. 

I lived in the same house with Huckstep, — a large 
lOg bouse, roughly finishrd ; where we v.'erc waited 
upon by an old woman', v.'hom we used to call aunt Pol- 
ly. IIiiek.'.,tepwas, I soon found, inordinately fond of 
peach brandy; and onec or twice in the course of a 
iiionlb bii bail a drunken debauch, which usually lasted 
from iv.x to four days. He was then full of talk, laugh- 
ed immoderately nl his own nonsense, and would keep 
me up until late at nigbt listening to him. He was at 
lhi.";e pcriodj ten-ibly severe to his h^inds, and would 
qrder me to u'lo up tiie cracker of " ly whip every day 
'!;:on the poor crcaturcif, v/ho were toiling in the fiela, 

' in r.rdcr to ^atiify him, I used to tear it ofi when 



returning home at night. He would then praise me 
for a good fellow, and invite me to drink irfth him. 

He uccd to tell me at such tinics tliat if I would only 
drink as lie did, I should be v;ortn a thousand dollars 
more for it. He would sit for hours with his paach 
brandy, cuKiing and sv.-earing, laughing and tellin" 
stories full of obscenity and blasphemy. He woultl 
sometimes slart up, take my wliip, and rush out to the 
slave quarters, flourish it about and .frighten the inmates 
and ofren cruelly beat them. He v/ould order the wo- 
men lo pull up their clo'.hes, in Alabama stj-lc, as he 
called it, and ihen v/hip them for not complying. -He 
would then come hack roaring and shouting to the 
liouse. and loll me v.-hatliebaddone; if I did not laugh 
with him, he would get angry and demand what the 
matter was. , Oh I bow often I have laughe/?, at such 
times, when my heart ached within me ; and how often, 
whcn.permiltcd to retire to my bed, have I found relief 
in te3rs~l ' ' ■ , . 

He had nowife,but kept a colore,', mistress in a 
bouse situated on a gore of land bctv.'eeh the plantation 
and that of Mr.-Qoldsby. He brought her with him 
from North Carolina, and had three children by her. 

Sometimes in his fits of intoxication, ho would come 
riding into the field, springing bis whip, and crying out 
to the bands to strip ofFtbcir shirts, and be ready to take 
a whipping: and this too when they were all busily at 
work. At another time, he would gather the hands 
around'him and fall to cursing and swearing about the 
neighboring overseers. They were, he said, cruel to 
their hands, whipped them unmercifully, and in addition 
starved them. As for himself, he was the kindest and 
best fellow wilKin forty miles ; and the bands ought lo 
be thankful that they had such a good man for their 
overseer. 

He would frequently bo very familiar with me, and 
call me his child ; he would tell mc that our people 
were going to get Texas, a. fine cotton country, and 
that he meant to go out there and have a plantation of 
his own, and I should go with him and be his overseer. 

Tlie houses in the "negro quarters" were constructed 
of logs, and from twelve to fifteen feet square: they 
bad no glass, but there were holes to let in the light and 
air. , The furniture consisted of a table, a few sloola, 
and ilislies made of wood, and an iron pot, and some 
other cooking utensils. The houses were placed about 
j tliree or four roJs apart, with a piece of ground attach- 
ed to "ach" .'f .'ijiri for a garden, where the occupant 

■ ■';'';■:<" ! ..- \ogct:;blc7. T.h? "quarters" were 
L'bout ihr,., itUiA'rcd yards from the dwelling of the 
overseer. < ' 

The hands were occupied in clearing land and burn- 
ing brush, and in constructing their houses, through 
the winter. In March we commenced ploughing : and 
on ijie first of April began plantingsecd for cotton. The 
hoeing season commenced about the last of May. At 
the earliest dawji of day, and frequently before that time, 
the laborers were roused from their sleep by the blow- 
ing of the bom. It v/as blo^vn'bv the headman of the 
gang who led the rest in the wort and acted imder my 
direction, as my assistant. 

Previous to the blowing of the horn the liands gener- 
ally rose and cat what was called the " morning's bit," 
consisting of ham and bread. If exhaustion and fatigue 

Ercvented their rising before the dreaded sound of the 
orn broke upon their slumbers, they had no time to 
snatch a mouthful, but were hurried out at once. 

It was my business to give ovei to each of the hands 
his or her appropriate implement of labor, from the tool- 
house where they were deposited at night. After all 
had been supplied, they were taken to the field, and set 
at work as soon as it v/as sufiielently light to distinguish 
the plants from the grass and weeds. , I was employed 
in passing from row to row, in order to sec that the 
v.'orlr was v/ell done, and to urge forward the laborers. 
At 13 o'clock, the Itom was b)own from the overseer's 
house, railing the hands to dinner, each to his own cab- 
in. The Intermission of labor was one hour and a half 
»o liocrs and picker.':, and two hours to the ploughmen. 
At the expiration of this interval, the bom again sum- 
moned them to their labor. ' They were Icept in the field 
unt'l dark, when ihey were called home to supper. 

There v/as Utile leisure for any of the hands on the 
plantulion. In the evenings, after it was too dark for 
work in the field, the men wcro frequently employed in 
burning brush and in othcv labors, until late at night. 
Tbc-womon.aftertoiiing in the field by day, wore com- 
pelled lo card, spin, and weave cotton for their clothing, 
m the evening. Even on Sundays there was little or 
no respite from toil. Those who had not been' able to 
work out all'their task during the v.-eek, v;erc allowed 
by ihc ovcrccs"" to Tinish it on iho Sabbath, and tbiu cave 



themselves from a whipping on Monday morning. 
Those whose tasks were Jmished frcjuently employed 
most of that day in cultivating their garden;:. 

Many of the female hands were delicate j*oung-wo-" 
men, who in Virginia had never been accustomed to 
field labor. Tlicy sufiercd greailv from tiic extreme 
beat and the severity of the toil. OIi ! iiow often have 
I seen them dragging their weary limh^from the cotton" 
field at nightfall, faint and exhausted. Tlie overseer 
used to laugh at tlieir sufierings. Tiiej' were, he said, 
Virginia ladies, and altogether loo delicate for Alaba- 
ma use : but thev must be made to do llieir tasK's not* 
withstanding. The recollection of these things eveii 
now is dreadful. I U-sed to tell llie poor creatures, when 
compelled by the overseer to urge them forward wiili 
the whip, that I would much raiher lake their places,' 
and endure the stripes ibaii inflict them, - 

When but three months'old, the children bom on the 
estate were given up lo the care of the old women v/ho 
were .nt> 'able to worlc ouLof doora. ~Their mothers 
v.'cre-kcpt'al v.-ork-Tn the field. ' ' 

. It v/as the object of the overseer to separate ■me''in 
feeling and interest as widely as possible from my 
sufieringbrclhrcn and sLsteis. I had relations among 
the field hands, and used to call Oiem my cousins. He 
forbid my doing so j and told me if I acknou'ledged re- 
lationship vjith any of the hands I should be flogged 
for it. He used to speak of them as devils and hell- 
hounds, and ridicule them in every possible v/ny ; and 
endeavoured lo malcc me speak of them and regard them 
in the same manner. He would tell long stories about 
hunting and shooting " runnvv'ay nlggcs," and detail 
with gr-.n apparent satisfaction |he cruel and horrid 
punishm"i>[s which he had infiictej. One thing he -said 
troubled him. He~had once whipped a slave so severely 
that he died in consequence of it, and it was soon after 
ascerlained that he was wholly innocent of the oflence 
charfjed against him. That slavtJ, he said, had haunt- 
ed him ever since. 

Soon after we commenced ■nxeding our cotton, some 
of the hands who v/erc threatened wilii a whipping for 
not finishing their taslcs, ran away. ' Tlie overseer and 
myself went out after them, talcing with us five blood- 
hounds, v.'hich were kept on'the estate for the sole pur- 
ose of catching runaways. There v.-ere no other 
omids in the vicinity, and the overseers of the neSgli- 
boring plantations used to borrov; tjiem to bunt their 
runaways. A Mr. Crop, vdio lived ab'ant ten/miles 
distant, liad two packs, and made it liis soU; basincsTto 
catch slaves with thcra. V/ c useU to set ihc dogs upon 
tlie track of the fugitives, and thay M'ould follow tliem 
until, to save themselves from b^ing torn In pieces, they 
would climb Into a tree, where the dogs kept them until 
we came up and Eccurcd ihem. 

These hounds, when young, .nre taught lo run aftenlie 
negro boys; and being always Irept confined except 
when let out in pursuit of runav/ays, they seldom fall 
of overtaking the fugitive, and seem to enjoy the sport 
of hunting men as much as other dogs do that of chasing 
a fox or a deer. My master gave a large sum for 
his five dogSj—^a slut and her four puppies. 

While going over our collon picking for the last 
time, one of our hands named Little John, ran away. 
The next evening the dogs were sttirled on his track. 
We followed them awhile, untll-we knew by their ceas- 
ing tp bark tliat they bad found him. We soon met 
the dogs returning. Their jaws, heads, and feel, were 
bloody. The overseer looked at them and said, " be 
was afraid the dogs had killed the .nigger." It berng 
dark, we could not find him that night. Early the next 
morning, we started ofiTwith our neighbors, Slurtivant 
andFlincher; andaftersearching about forsomt time, 
we found the body of Liltle John lying in the midst of 
a thicket of c=ine. It was nearly naked, anddreadfolly 
mangled and gashed by the teeth of the dogs. They ha'd 
c^-identiy dragged it some yards through the thicket:' 
blood, toilers of clothes, and even the entrails of the 
unfortunatn man, were clinging to the stubs of the old 
and broken cane, Huckstep stooped over. his saddlcj 
looircd at the body, and muttered an oath, Slurtivant 
swore it was no more than the fellov/ deserved. We 
dug a bole in the cane-brake, where be lay, buried him, 
and returned home. 

The murdered young man had a mother and tv.-o sis- 
ters on the plantation, by v/honi be v.-as dearlv lovcdl 
When I told llic old v,'oman of v/hat had befallen. bcr 
son, she only said that it was better for poor John tliau 
to live in slavery. 

Late in the fall of this year, a yonngman, who hnd 
alri'ady run av.-ay several times, v/as missing from his 
lzT.\:i-' It was four days before we found him. The 
dojs drove him at last up a tree, v/here he won cau;^-ht, ' 
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nnil brought ho:iie. He was then fastened iloTrn to th? 
pro'.'.ndby means of forlced bliclrs of wood selected for 
ihe purpose, the longebt fork bning driven into tlie 
ground iinlll the oliier closed dov."n upon the neeir, 
nnqlus, and v,'rists, The overseer then sent for two 
Inr^c cats belonging to the house. These ho jtlaecd 
upon 'ilie na!:od shoulders of his victim, and dragged 
. them suddenly by their tails dov,'nward. At first they 
did not scratch deeply. He then ordered mc to strike 
them with a. small stick aller he had placed them once 
more upon the back of the sufferer. I did so ; and the 
enraged animals extended thf ir claws, and tore his back 
deeply and cruelly as tlicy were dragged along it. He 
was then ^vhipped and placed in the stocks, where be 
- v;as Icepl three [inys. On the third morning as I passed 
^ the slocks, I stopped to look at him. His head hung 
down over the chain which supported his neck. I spoke, 
but he did not answer. ,J/c loas dead in the siocksl 
The overseer on seeing him seemed surprised, and, I 
thought, manifested some remorse. Four of the field 
hands look him out of the stocks and buried him: and 
every thing went on as usual. 

It is not "in my power to give n narrative of the daily 
occuvrences on the plantation. The history of one day 
Y/as that of all. The gloomy monotony of our slaverj', 
was only brikcn by llic overseer's periodical fits of 
drunkennessi at which times neither life nor limb on 
the estate were Hccure from his caprice or violence. 
" In the spring of 1835, the overseer brought mc a let- 
ter from my wife, written for her by her young mis- 
tress, Mr. Galcwood's daughter. He read it to me: it 
stated that herself and children were well — spoke of 
her sad and hca^-y disappointment in consequenco of my 
not returning with my master; and of her having been 
told by him that I should come back the n.^st fall. 

Hope for a moment lightened my heart; and I indul- 
ged the idea of once more retnming to the bo-^om of 
my family. But I rccoUeclcd that my master had al- 
ready cruelly deceived me; and despair again took 
hold on me. 

Among our hands was one whom we used to call 
Big Hairy. He was a stout, athletic man — very intel- 
ligent, and an excellent workman ; but he was of a high 
' and proud spirit, which the weary and crushing weight 
of a life of slavery had not been able to subdue. On 
alinost ovc'.-y ^^ihmtation at the South yoii may find one 
or more individuals, v/bosc look and airshow that they 
have preserved their self-respect as mm; — that with 
tliom the jiov.'cr of the tyrant ends with the coercion of 
t]iebody — that ihe soul is frccj and the inner man re- 
taining the original uprightness of the image of God. 
You may know them by the stern sobriety of uieir coun- 
tenances, and the contempt with whicii they regard the 
jests and pastimes of theirmiscrablc and degraded com- 
panions, who, like Samson, make sport for the keepers 
of their prison-house. These men are always feared 
as v^ell as hated by their task-masters. Harry had never 
been, whipped, and had alv/nys said that he v/ould die 
rather than submit to it. He made no secret of his de- 
testation of the overseer. "While most of the slaves 
took ofi" their bats, with cowering submission, in his 
■ presence, Harry always refused to do so.' He never 
spoke to iiim except in a brief answer to his qnts-tions. 
Master f^eorgc, who knew, and dreaded the indomita- 
l.' ., opirit of the man, told the overseer, before he left 
aie plantation, to beware how he attempted to punish 
him. But, the habits of tyranny in which HnckKlcp had 
so long indulged, had accustomed him to abject submis- 
sion, on the part of his subjects ; and he could not en- 
dure this upright and unbroken manliness. He used 
frequently to curse and swear about him, and devise 
plans for punishing him' on account of his impudence 
as he called it. 

A pretext was at last afforded him. P'omellnie In 
August of this year, there was a large quantity uf yel- 
! low unpicked cotton lying in the gin house. Harry was 
employed at night in removing the cotton seed, v/hich 
Had been thrown out by the gin. The rest of the male 
i hands were engaged during the day in weeding the cot- 
ton for the last time, and in the night, in bui ning brush 
on the ner/ landn clearing for the next year's crop. 
\ - Harry v/as told one evening to eo tvith the othertj and 
' assist in. burning tiic brush. He accordingly v/ent; 
; and the next night a double quantity of seed had accu- 
i mulated in the gin bouse: and although he worked 
; -until nearly 2 o'clock in the morning, he could not rc- 
1 imve it all, ■ 

i ■ ■ The next morning the overseer came into the field, 
; , r.nd dciii:in[lcd of n.e v.*hy I had not whippiid Harrvlbr 
iiot removing all the cotton rccd. He then called a'loud 
1 to Harry to come forv/ard and be v/Siippcd. Eiirry an- 
j i T.-c'cd C'j;iie^7liat ctcraly that he v.-ouid ncitlicr be 



"Struck by overseer nor driver; that he had worked 
nearly all nijjht, and had j.cnrcely fallen asleep when 
the horn blew to summon him to his toil in the field. 
The overseer raved and threatened, but Harry p?iid no 
farther attention to him. He then turned to me and 
asked mc for my pistols, with a pair of which be had 
furnished me. I told him they were not v;ith me. He 
growled an oath, threw himself on his horse and IcR 
ns. in the evening I found him lialf drunk and raving 
like a madman. He said he would no longer bear 
with that nigger's insolence ; but would whipliim if it 
coat him his life. He at length fised upon a plan for 
seizing him ; and told me that he would go out in the 
morning, ride alongby the side of Harry and talk plea- 
santly to him, and then, while Harry was attending to 
him, I was to steal upon hiro and ImoLk him down, by 
a bl6w on the head, from the loaded and heavy handle 
of my whip. I was compelled to promise to obey bis 
directions, 

The next morning when we got to the field I told 
Harry of the overseer's plan, and advised him by all 
means to be cr» his guard and watch my motions. His 
eye glistened with gratitude. " Thank you James",said 
he, " I'll take care that you don't touch mc," 

Huekstep came into the field abont 10 o'clock. He 
rode along by the side of Harry talking and laughing. 
I was wallring on the other side. When t saw that 
Harry's eye was upon me I aimed a blow at him in- 
tending however to miss him. He evaded the blow and 
turned fiercely round with his hoe uplUled, threatening 
to cut down any one who again attempted to strike 
him. Huekstep cursed my awkwardness, nnd told Har- 
ry to put down his hoc and come to him. He refused 
to do so, andswore he would kill the first man who tried 
to lay hands on him. The cowardly Wmnt shrunk 
away from his enraged bondman, and lor two weeks 
Harry was not again molested. 

About the first of September, the overseer had one 
of his drunken fits. He made the house literally an 
earthly hell. He urged me to drink, ouarrcUcd and 
swore at me for declining, and chased the old woman 
round th2 house, with his bottle of peach brandy. He 
then lofd me that Harry had forgotten the attempt to 
seize him, and that in the morning we must try our old 
game over again. 

On the following morning, an \ -;:r"^ li-^w'" ■ - to cr.ch. 
of the bands their hoes from the tooi h'jii.-.- ; 1 eauglit 
Hnrry'.f! eye. "Look out," said I to him, '> Huekstep 
will be nfler you again to day." He ullered n deep 
curse against the overseer antl passed on to his work. 
After breakfast Huekstep came riding outtotho cotton 
field. He tied his horse to a tree, and came towards us. 
His sallow and haggard countenance was fiushcd, and 
his step xmsteady. He came up by the side of Harry 
and began talking about the crops and the weather ; I 
came at the same time on the other side, and in striking 
at him, beat off his hat. He sprang aside and stepped 
baclcwards. Huekstep with a dreadful oath command- 
ed him to stop, saying that he had determined to whip 
him, and neither earth nor hell should prevent him. 
Harry defied him : and said he had always done the 
work allotted to him and that was enough: he would 
sooner die than have the accursed lash touch him. The 
overseer staggered to bis horse, mounted him and rode 
furiously to the bouse, and soon made his appearance, 
returning, with his gun in his hand. 

" Yonder comes the devil !" said one of the ■women 
whose row was near Harry's. 

" Yes," said another, " He's trying to scare Harry 
with bis gun." 

" Let him try as he pleases," said Harry, in his low, 
deep, determined tones, " He may shoot me, but he 
can t whip me," 

Huekstep came swearing on : when within a few 
yards of Harry he stopped, looked at him with a stare 
of mingled rage and drunken imbecility; and bid him. 
throw down his hoc nnd come forward. The undaunt- 
ed slave refused to comply, and continuing his work 
told the dnmlcen demon to shcot if lie pleased. Huek- 
step advanced within a few steps of him when Harry 
raised his hoe and told him to stand bnck. He siepjied 
back a few paces, leveled his gun and fired. Harry re- 
ceived the charge in his breast, and fell instantly ncross 
a cotton row. Kc threw up his hands v/ildly, and 
groaned, " Oh, Lord !" 

The hands -instantly droppc-A their hoes. The v.'o- 
men shrieked aloud. For my own part I stood silent 
with horror. The cries of the T.'oracn enraged the 
overseer, he dropped hisgun, ond snatching the whip 
from my hand, with horridoaths, and imprecations, fell 
to v.'hiiiping them, laying about b!i^ 'like a maniac. 
Upon ^Jarr/s EL-rter b?- bectov.-cd his blowa without mer- 



cy, commanding her to quit her screaming and go to 
worlr, Thepoorgirl, whosebrolhcr had thus bcenmur- 
ucred before her eyes, could not wrestle dcnvn ilie awful 
agony of her feelings, nnd the bruta'. tormentor left her 
without effecting his object. He then, without going to 
look of his. victim, told four of the hands to carry him 
to the hourc, nnd taking up his gun left the field. "SVhcn 
wc got to the poor fellow, he was alive, and groaning 
faintly. The hands tool: him up, but before they reach- 
ed the house he was dead. Huekstep came out, and 
looked at him, and finding him dead, ordered the hands 
to bury hin^ The burial of a slave in Alabama is that 
of a brute. No cofiin — no decent shroud — no prayer. 
A hole is dug, and the body (_sonietimcs enclosed in n 
rude box,") is thrown inwitliout further ceremony. 

From this time the overseer was regarded by the 
whole gang with detestation and fear-~as n being to 
whose rage and cruelly there were no limits. Yet be 
was constantly telling us that he was the kindest of 
overseers — that he was formerly somcwliat severe in 
managing bis hands, but that now he was, if any thing, 
too indulgent. Indeed be had the reputation of being , 
a good overseer, and an excellent manager, when sober. ' 
Tlic slaves on some of the neighboring plantations 
were certainly worse clothed and fed, and more fre- 
quently and cruelly whipped than ours. "Whenever 
wc saw them they complained of over working and 
short feeding. One of Flinchcr'.';, and onc! of Slurtl- 
vant's hands ran awiiy, while I was in Alabama: and 
afier remaining in the woods awhile, and despairing 
of being able to effect their escape, resolved to put an 
end to their cxisteu'ie nnd their slavery together. Each 
twisted himself a vine of the muscadine grnpo, nti'l 
fastened one end around the limb of an oak, and Ji:.",\; 
a noose in the other. Jacob, Flincber's man, swung 
himself off first, nnd expired after a long struggle. 
The other, horrified by the contortions and ,agonv of 
hiscomradc, dropped his noosejCndv,'asTe[akcn. "VVhen 
discovered, two or three days afterwards, the body of 
Jacob was dreadfully torn and man ';'ied,by the buzzards. 

Among the slaves who v.-cra Vrought from Virgi- 
nia, were two young and bright mulatto women, T/ho 
were always undcr.-too.l .throughout the plantation to 
have b:en Ih;; (''^vhtersof the older Larrimore, by one 
of ' ves, "Cric was -named Sarah and the other 
■^'vab, being in a state of pregnancy, failed 
o:'i— ' -r ' i!;' nllotled task of Iiocing cotton, I 

was oiuti.-.. M-i.-..!p hvj'r, : on my remonstrating ■u'illi 
the overseer, and representing the condition of the wo- 
man, I was told that my busiu',-.:: was to obey orders, 
and that if I v.'as told "to 'whip a dcrtd nigger I must 
do it." I accordingly gave her fifty ladie^-. This was 
on Thur.sday evening. On Friday slio nlso failed 
through weak-necs, and was compelled to lie dor/n in 
the field. That night the overseer himself v.-hippcd 
her. On Saturday the wretched womnn dragged her- 
self once more to the cotton field. In the burning sun, 
and in a situation which would have called forth pity 
in the bosom of any one save a cotton- grov/ing overseer, 
she struggled to finish her task. She failed— nature 
could do no more — and sick and despairing, she sought 
her cabin. There the ovcr-ieer met her and inflicted 
fifty more lashes upon her already lacerated back. 

The next morning was the oabtath. It brought no 
joy to that suffering woman. Instead of the tones of. 
the church bell summoning to the house of pr.iyer,-shc 
heard the dreadful *jOund of the lash falling upon the 
backs of her brethren and si&ters in bondage. For tho 
voice of prayer t^ie heard curses. For the songa of 
Zion obscene nnd hateful blasphemies. No bible was 
there with its consolations for the sick of heart. Faint 
and fevered, scarred and smarting from tlie cOccls of 
her cruel punishment, she lay upon her pallet of moss 
— dreading the coming of her relentless persecutor, — 
who, in the madness of one of his periodical fits of 
drunkenness, was now swearing and cursing through 
the quarters, 

Some of the poor woman's friends on tlie evening 
before, had nttcmpled to relieve her of the task which 
had beenassicned her, but exhausted nature, and the 
sclffshness induced by iheir own miserable situation, 
did not permit them to finish it; and the overseer, on 
examination, found that the v/eck's v/orkof the woman, 
was Eiill deficient. After breakfast, he ordered her to 
be tied up to the limb of a tree,by meansof a rope fast- 
ened round her wrists, so as to leave her feet about six 
inches from the ground. She begged him to let her 
dov.-n, for she was very sick. 

"very Weill" he exclaimed with n sneer and a laugh, 
— "I shall bleed you tlicn, and take out some of yoir, 
Virginia blooa. You are too proud a mirs for ^J'-b'-::: 

He ctruck her a fciV blowF. S'"'":i'-'-" tL 
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. .-ms slio succeeded In placing one of her feel asninst 

nnd relieved in some degree Ihc paml'al weight upon 
her wr sl3 He threv. down hla whii>-too t n ml f jom 
he carden fence, ordered her feet lo be Ued togelher, 
nndlhrSl the ra 1 belween them. He then ordered one 
oflho h^nds to sit npen it. Hor back at this lime was 
( are b"t the slrings of the only garment which she 
wor,: passed over her shoulders ■'"S^PS,"'''^ f^^S 
force of the wh p from acting on her flesU. 
cut Dir w ih his pen-knife, and thus left her entirely 
-ai struclt her oniy two blows, for the second 
one cut ?pen her Vide and^bdomcn with a friglufnl 
S. Un?,blo to look on any longer m silence I en- 
treated him to slop, as I fcarcdTie had killed licr. 
S overseer lookej at the wound-dropped his wliip, 
4d ordered her to be untied. She was carried mto the 
Suse in a state of iusensibilily, nnd died in tliree days 

""SSring the whole season of nicking eolton, the whip 
w-« frcQucntly and severely plied. In his seasons of 
Soxieation, he overseer maje no distiaclion between 
hL stou Sn aid the feeble and delicate w-ornan-the 
'ick and the well. Women in a far advanced slate of 
prcEnancy weredriven out lo the collon field. Atolher 
tlmSs he seemed to have some consideration i and to 
mSnifestsomethinglike humanily. Our hands oid not 
sSfer for food— tliey had a good supply of ham and 
eom-ineSl, while oi Fliacher's plantation the slaves 
had meat but once a yc.tr, at Christmas. 

S thacommenacmontofthc weeding season of 
1835,1 was ordered to whip a yotjng woman, a light 
Si''tee for not performing her task. I told iheovcr-, 
fei' Ihlt s he was siclt. He said he did not care for 
she should be made to work. A day or two 
* ere?atdri fcund him in the house half intoxicalcd. 
iTc SanSed of me why I had not whipped the girl ; 
nnd iTave the same reason as before. . lie into a 
??adml rage, but his miserable situation made him an 
Set of oont'empt rather than fear. He sat shatang 
hli fist at mo, andsweaiin!! for nearly half an hour. 
He laid he woild teach the Virginia lady to sham slelc- 
J'es.s "dthat 'he only reason'l uJd ■<^^^J?,=; 
thatsho wasa white woman, and Idii! notI>..c tocu up 
her delicate skin. Some lime aflcr 1 was o. d w 
So twoof ourwomeui named Hraiiiah^u'' ■ 
I'-inlnshes each, fqr not -performing - 
ii?rscer stood iiy until he saw HauiiaU v nipped, and 
"mill Sarah liad bccn:tied up to the tree, As ™on as 
K tael- was tum'.:l I t;ru5k the tree instead of Iho 
v^an, wto >inder=...-,nding my oh ect, shrieked as .f 
the whio at eveiy Mow was cnlling into her flesh, iho 
oveSe"? heard lie Wows and the woman's eijes and 
™Sin'' that all was going on accorning to h^mlnd 
hK fold. Unfortunately the husbani of Hannah 
mnd look ng on; and indignant that his wife should 
/rwhi^ed fnd Sarah spared, determined to revenge 
'"SS;\'ZSrSSdcrndcd of me whe^^^ 
had w iSped Sarah the Jay before; I replied m the 
mrtaative TJnon this he called Sarah forw.ard and 
mSer show Wr back, which bore no traces of rscen 
whiooin". He then turned upon me and told mo that 
he ffiwB intended for Sarah sliould be laid on my 
back That night the overseer, with the help of three 
of the hands tied me up to a largo Ireo-iny arms and 
fp *bein" chisped round it, and my body drawn up 
fed agJrnst it W two men pulling at my arms, and 
Se pulhing against my back; The o&ony occasioned 
hrtfiis alone ^?Iis almost intolerable. 1 felt a sense of 
Sinful suSocation, and could scarcely catch my breath. 
' a mordent after I felt the first blow of the overseer's 
whipTeSli my shoulders. ,It seemed .o_ en, m« my 



/tfter ho was tied up, the overseer lold mo lo give hint 
a fevere flogg nr, am left me. I sfuck the tree instead 
SfH^manfai wife, who was looking on. almost 
overwhelmed me with her graliltiae. 

At length onemorning, latemlhe fall of 1 smv 
Huckslep.and a gcnlleman ride out to the field. As 
they appriachcd, ? saw the latter was my mf'"-, 
hands all ceased their labor, and crowded around li m, 
nqnirlng about old Virginia. For my J, gj^^ 
nnt hn'^K-n to trrcct hira. He liad loo cruelly ucccivcu 
me. He a Uenglh SSe towards me. "t^f seemed sorne- 
whkt embarmssed. Well James," said ta. l'"",?" 
von stand it hero 1" " Bad y enough," I replied. i 
fiSShVuVhlUiatyoueo/dhesocrue^^a^ 
and leave me as you did." "Well, well, u I'^^f'V." 



" We'il," sai/hc ■■ wo will talk about that by and by. 
Hethei inouiredof Huckslep where big S"=l?^™=; 
" She was s/ek and died," was the answer. Ho looked 
round among the slaves again and inquired for Harry. 
The overseer told him iHat Barry '° J'" 

Mm, and that, lo save his life, he was *l.ge^j° ^'^P",^ 
him and that he died of the wound. After somo Inr 
iher inoniries, he requesUBd me lo go into the liouse 
Willi WiJ: it Hienisked me to lell niin how tliinl^ 
had b?cn managed daring his 'Save 
ftiU acconnt offlie overscer'.s ciTielty. '"X^S 
ofthcmannerotHarry'sdeath,heseemcdmueliaff^^^^^ 
and shed tears. He wasafavontesorvantofhis lamer s. 
I showed hiS the deep sears on my back oeeasloncd by 
Jbe whinnin" 1 had r&eivcd. He was, or jirofesscd to 
le^gK^dienant wilh Hncltstep ; and said he wo^^^^^ 

sci to^t that he did not lay hands on .™7.S"'° vSnia 
me he should be glad to tSke-mo w}' ' 'T'drivc^who 
but he did not i>nowwhcre he should find n driver who 
would bo so kind to the hpuds as I was. If, I ^^f"" .^J 
ten years, he would then give me n thousand dpUars, 
andl pieie of land toplant on ray <>STy><-™™': j ^"hj 
said if" my wife and children." Well, said nc, i 
t-M do my best to purchase them, and send them on to 
you.'' ?J ow saw'that my destiny was fixed <hat 
i was to spend my days in Alabaiiia, and I retired lo 
my bed that evening with n heavy heart. 

1 7-^ tu-rl Snlv threo or four days on the plan- 

ininh" " 1 .-'o-'Iie left, ho cautioned liueltstep to be 

en™g?S not over-work them, and having thus sat- 
^^°,5St'|jf\rS5;SdVfdfnrff|^slaveswho^ 

re«e^^o"f t«od\s\'S^^ B«^^ 
ZthatsSte. Of this number five or six coiildrcad. 
They had l^entSrn away from the care and teoiplmo 
of tSirrcsnoelive cliurctcs, nnd from llic means of in- 
struc° on but they relained their love for the oiorcises 
ofTeli"fon; and telt a mournful pleasure m speaking 
of the nrMlcgcs and spiritual blessings which they 

w.as a crave, elderly man, mild and forgiving in his 
™ner aid greatly esteemed among the more serious 
SSn ofoS hands. Ho used to snatch every occasion 
Fo Slk to ft7lewa and vicious about the concerns of 
heir sou'« and advtee them lo fix their minds upon Ihe 
Sarior, as their only helper. Some I Ijf = ^carf cn-ie 

Su^rs^ec7S"4M;\|^ 

noTise iu "jr r. . to nrnv— and that 



sible way interrupt the poor slaves, who after the toil 
of the dKy, knelt in their lowly cabins lo olfer their . 
'prayers and supplications to Hi'm whoso e.ir is open o 
Fhe sorrowful sighing of the prisoner, and who hath 
nromisod in Hib°ov.-n timo to come down and deliver. 
KTs dronken seasons he would make excursions at 
night through the slave-quarlers, enter the cabins, aiid 
frfghlen the'^inmates, especially f cngaEod m Vl^^'Z 
singing. Ononeofihesooccasionslipcamebaclrrnb- , 
bini h?s hands nnd laughing. He said ho had found 
Uncle Solomon in his garden doTO on his Imecs, 
praying like an old owl, and had.lipped him over, and 
frightened him half out of his.wils. At anolher time 
he found Uncle D.avid sitting on his stool with his face 
tlirust up the chimney, in order Ihat his voice might not 
be heari by his brutil persecutor. Ho was praytag, 
giving ulteVanco lo these words, probably in refercnco 
to hil bondage ;—" i/oio hug, oh, Lord, hno Ung? 
"As long as my wlupl" cried the overseer who Tiad 
stolen bcTiind Him, giving him a blow. It w.-ia Iho 

"^iTottong^SftcTmy master had left us the overseer as- 
certained for the fl/sl time that some of the hands conW 
read, and that they had brought boolts with them from 
Virginia. He compelled them lo give up the keys of 
Ihei? eheks, nnd on searching founS several Biblesanrt 
hymn-booki. Uncle Solomon's chest conlaincd quile^a 
liirary, which he could read at night by 'I'o ''Btt f f 
knots of the pitehpinc. These lo*s he collected to . 
gethcr, and in the evening called Uncle Solomon inl._^ 
thVhoise. After jeering him for some nine, he gave 
him one of the Bibles anS told him to name his text and 
preach him a sermon. The oldman was silent.. He 
then made him get up on the table, and ordered him to 
pray Uncle Solomon meekly replied, that "forced 
prayir was not good for soul or bo5y.'' The overseer 
SSlmSt do™\imself, andin a blasphcmo;is m.rane^^^ 
nravcd that the Lord would send his spirit into Uncle 
loSonTor else let Ihe old man fall from Iho lable and 
break hSi'neck, and so have an end °f '^""SE" P'f 
ing." On gelling up from h.s knees he wenl to tli 
cupboard, poured oul a glass of brandy for h.mself, and 
brmight inother lo the lable. "Jonies " said he, ad- 
dressmg me, " Uncle Solomon stands there; for all ih.j 
wo" d fil" k Hickory auaker. His spirit don't move, 
ni see if another spir it wont move it.'' He compe led 
fhe old preacher lo s%vallow the brandy ; and then tgu 
him to preach and exhorl, ft -'hosnirit was- nhim He 
set one of the Bibles on fire, alldal^er it was consumed, 
mixed up the a.shes of it in n .glass ol water, and com- 
pelled lie old man lo drink it, lelling W™,*" *° 
spirit and the word were now both in him, there w^s 
no longer any excuse for not preaching'. After tov 
mc mini the wearied old man in this way until nearly 
Sight he permitted him lo go to his quarters. 

TlSxt day 1 saw Uncle Solomon, and talked with 
hii about his l^reatmeuu He said it 
be so— that slavery was lo come lo an end; forthe uioi^ 
said^that Iheri would then be no more wh.pp.ngs 
Sa &ng3, but the lion and the tab would 1.0 ao%,u 

?o"e her, and all would be love. Ho sa.d he prnyotl'"' 
HuekstcV-lhat it was not ho but tlic dovil iti h.m who 
behavcK At his request, I found means to get him 
a Bib'e and a hymn-book IVom the overseer's loom: 
Lid Tie oid mainover afterwards kept them concealed 

'"•rh°e w?S scoson of 1835, was markedhy repeat, 
cd ae^ of crucT.y on the part of Huckslep. , . One of Iho 
hands PriSf was, owing lo her delicate situatioD, 
SSb ;to po'fo^m ho'r daily task. He ordered her to 
be tied un against a tree, in the same manner that ! 
ra^'hl^^fuiissitnauonshew^^^^^^ 



A moment alter 1 iciitnc niM Ol"" „„ ise lo trv lo be fel g^ous— tney nau no nme— 

S. I fainted at length under the orture. and on be- =Jf to see if Sud<slep was coming 

rs taken .down,_my fhocs^ cotjlained^blood wh^ch 'B'°,?rgoCon c^d loth read and wri^^^ 



■SS ftom thTgashei ?n my^bacr Tl« skin was 
wo'ii off from my breast, arms, and thighs ngo.inst the 
?on""h bark of the tree. I was sick and feverish^ 0"^ 
in g°reat pain forthrecwceksnftenvards; mMtofwhich 
time I wis obliged to lie with my face downwards in 
cmseqnence of the extreme soreness of my sides nnd 
back, Huetatcp himself seemed concerned about me 
Snd would come frequently to see n.e, and '="Pf,*^' 
ho should not have touched me had it not been for "the 

"Sfl^stfteSpSon that 1 was compelled lowUn 
nftcr I recovered, was the man ivho puslied al my b:iclc 
^4cn r v':^ tied i^V to tl><^ '^^'^ ^'^"i'' 



Soughront with him fron, Virginia n BAlc a hymn- 
book? and some other religious b™'?,. J^^.'f^J'" 
fully concealed from the overseer, Hncksten was him 
self an open infidel as well as Wasrtemer. Be used lo 
tell the Sands that there was no hell hotoallcr for while 
people, but that they had their punishment on carlh m 
t°in" obliged to take care of the negroes. As for tl^o 
Hacks he was sure there ■ vas a hell for ihem. He used 
f eSlytositwilhhisbultlebyhisside.and a Bible 
in Sis a ; and read passages and comment on them 
and prohouneo Ihem iies. Atiy thing like rellg.nus 
ficliii" ainong the slaves irnfalcd him. He said tnat 
so muih praying and singingprcveiitcd Ihe people froni 
P- .t 'i, ;„iSr n,. it IrSnt them up nights, when they 



Ho nsld tomoci,-, and in ovary po> 



uttu. .... Ulis sitnauon sue vua wiwr^uu 
delivered of a dead in/jni, al /rflfhSr to Ih',^ 
Our men look her upon n sheet, and carried her to inc 
hoi«?'vl ere she lay sick for several months, but final- 
ly Sc'overed. 1 have heard him repeatedly laugh nt 
I NouS^'alSir Ais, we ware sm-prised.oie mornine 
about en o'clock, b} hearing the horn Tilown at.lho 
house Presently Aunt Polly came screaming into 
fhe field ''What is the mailer. Aunty 1' 1 inqu'rcd. 
"Ohiirl" said she, "Old Huckstep'.s pitched off ht, 
horse^d broke his head, and is e'en ^,i„ 
"Thank God 1" said littlo Simon, "The devuwiu 

''Ta^ota°4!gSyb= praised!" oxclaimedhulf a dozen 
""¥5 hands, with one accord dropped their ho:3 ; and 

"AJn?P°clly'oxpIaincaa.wellasehoconld,-lhninu=!:. 



NAPvUATIVE OF JAMES WILLIAMS. 



Etcp, in a sUite of parlial intosicstion, hsd attempted to 
leap his horse over a fence, hnd fallen anil cat a deep 
j^asJi in his head, and thai he was now lying insensible. 

It is impossible to describe the effect produced by 
this news among the hands. Men, women and chil- 
dren shouted, clapped ihclr hands^ and laughed aloud. 
Some cursed the overseer, and others thanked the Lord 
for taUjiigr him away. Little Simon got down on his 
knees, and called loudly upon God to fmisU his work, 
and never let the over^eer again enter a cotton field. 
" Let him die, Lord," said he, " let himdfc. He's killed 
enough of tis: Oh, good Lord, let him die and not live." 

" Peace, peace ! it is a bad spirit," said Uncle Solo- 
mon, " Godliimself willcth not the death of a sinner." 

I followed the old woman to the house; and found 
Huclcstep at the foot of one of these trees, so common 
at the South, called the Pride of China. His face -was 
black, and there was a frightful contusion on the side 
of his head, - He was carried into the house, where, 
on my bleeding him, he revived. He lay in great pain 
for several days, and it was nearly three weeks before 
he was able to*come out to the coiiou fields. 

On returning to the field after Huckstop had revived, 
I found the hands sadly disappointed to hear that he 
■was still living. Some of them fell lo cursing and 
tm-earing, and were enraged Tvith me for t^ing to save 
his life. Little Simon said I was a fool; ifhehadbled 
him he would have done it to some purpose. He would 
at least, have so disabled his arm thai he would never 
ngain try to swing a whip. Uncle Solomon remon- 
strated with Simon, and told me that I had done right. 

The neighbouring overseers used frequently to visit 
Huekstep, and he, in turn, visited them. I was some- 
• limes present during their interviews, and heard them 
tell each other stories of horse-racing, negro-huntings, 
&c. Some time during this season, Ludlow, who was 
overseer of a plantation about eight miles irom ours, 
told of a slave of his named Thornton, who had twice 
attempted to escape with his wife and one child. 
TJie first time ho was caught without much difUculty, 
chained to the overseer's horse, and in that way brought 
bMck- The poor man, to save hia wife from a bcatinfj, 
laid all the blame upon himself; and said that hiswite 
had no wish to escape, and tried to prevent him from 
attempting it. He' was severely whipped ; but soon ran 
away ngain, and was again arrested. The overs jer, 
Ludlow, said he was determined "to put ii itdp'to'llie 
runaway; and accordingly had resort to a somewhat 
unusual method of punishment. 

There is a great scarcity of good water in that section 
of Alabama ; and you vail generally see a large cistern 
attached to the corners of the houses to catch water for 
v/ashing, &c. Underneath this cistern is frequently a 
' tank from eight to ten I'ect deep, into which, when the 
former is full tl o vvater is permitted to run. From this 
tank the water wpumpcd out for use. Into one of these 
tanks the unfortunate slave was placed, and confmed 
' by one of'his ancles to the bottom of it; and the water 

■ was EufTcred lo flow in from above. He was compelled 
to pump out the water as fast as it cumo in, by means 
of a long rod or handle connected with thci pump above 
ground. He was not allowed to begin nntjl the water 
' had risen lohis middle. Any pance or delay after this, 
from weakness and exhaustion, would have been fatal, 
as the water would have risen above his head. In this 
horrible dungeon, toiling for his life, he was kept for 

■ twenty-four hours without any sustenance. Even 
-Huekstep said that this was too bad—that he had him- 
'^self formerly punished runaways in that way— bat 

■ should not do it again. 

t iejolce to be able to say that this sufferer has at last 

■ cscapcd wilh his wife and child, into a free state. Ho 
was assisted by some white nien, but I do not know all 

- the particulars of his escape. 

Our overseer had not been long ablc to ride about the 
plantation after his accident, beiore his life was again 
endangered. "He found two of the hands, Litilo Jarret 
and Simon, fighting with each other, and attempted to 
chastL<5e both of them. Jarret bore it patiently, but Si- 
mon turned upon him, seized a slake or pin from a cart 
near by, and felled him to the ground. The overseer 
qoi up — went to the house, and told aunt Polly that he 
had nearly been killed by the * niggers,' and requested 
hor to lie up his head, from which the blood was stream- 
in™. As scon as this was done, he took dov/n his gun, 
and v/cnt out in pursuit of Simon, who had fled to his 
cabin, to get some things which he supposed necessary 

■ previous to attempting his escape from the plantation. 
iIl' v,-as just stoppuig out of the door, when he met the 
cniarcd overseer v/ilh bis gun in his hand. Not a 
word Avos spoken by cither. Huekstep raided his gun 
and fired. The man fell v.-Ithuut a groan acrou tlto 



door-sill. He rose up twice on his hands and knees, 
but died in a few minutes. He was dragged off and 
buried. The overseer told me that there was no other 
way to-deal withsuch a fellow. It was Alabama laWj 
if a slave resisted lo shoot him at once. He told me of 
a case which occurred in 1631, on a plantation about 
ten miles distant, and adjoining that where Crop, the 
negro hunter, boarded with his hounds. The overseer 
had bought some slaves at Sebna, from a drove or eofllc 
passing through the place. They proved very rcfrac* 
tory. lie whipped three of them, and undertook lo 
whip a fjurth who v;as from Maryland. The man 
rUscd his hoe in a threatening manner, and the over- 
seer fired upon him. The slave fell, but instantly rose 
up on his liands and Imees, and was beaten do\^'n again 
by the stock of the ov rster's gun. The wounded 
wretch raised himself once more, drew a lcnife from 
the waistband of his pantaloons, and catching hold of 
the oTerseer'a coat, raised himself high enough to 
inflict a fatal wound upon ihelalter. Both fell together, 
and died immediately after. 

Nothing more of special importance occurred tmtil 
July, of last year, when one of our men named John, 
was whipped three times for not performing his task. 
On the last day of the month, after his third whipping, 
he ran away. On the following morning, 1 fotmti that 
he was missing at his row. The overseer said we must 
himthim up; and he blew the "nigger horn," as it is 
called, for the dogs. This horn was only used when 
wc went out inpursuit of fugitives. It is a cow's horn, 
and makes a short, loud sound. "We crossed Flinch- 
er's and Goldsby's plantations, as the dogs had got 
upon John's track, anti went on barking in that direc- 
tion, and the two overseers joined us in the chase. The 
dogs soon caught sight of the runaway, and compelled 
him to climb a tree. 'VVc came up ; Huekstep ordered 
him down, and secured him upon my horse by tyinj 
him to my back. On reaching home he was strippei 
entirely naked and lashed up to a tree. Plincher then 
volunteered tc whip him on one side of his legs, and 
Goldsby on the other. I had, in the meantime, been 
orderea to prepare a wash of sau and pepper, and wash 
his wounds ■with it. Tlie poor fellow groaned, and his 
flesh shrunk and quivered as the burmng solution was 
applied to It. This wash, while it adds to the imme- 
diate torment of the suiTerer, fnqilifjitcs the cure of Ihc 
Wounded parts. ' Huekstcp'thcn-wii ijiprjd himfmoi^hi:; 
neck down to his thighs, making l'j.\o cuts lengthvase 
of his back. He was very expert with the whip, and 
could strike, at any time, within an inch of his murk. 
He then gave the whip to mc and told mc to strike di- 
rectly across hisbaek. When I had fmished, the miser- 
able sufferer, from his necU to his heels, waa covered 
with blood and bruises. Goldsby and Flinchcr now 
turned lo Huckbtcp, and told him, that I deserved a 
whipping as much as John did: that they had kno^vn 
me frequently disobey his orders, and that I was partial 
to the " Virginia ladies," and didn't whip them as X did 
the men. They said if I w:is a driver of theirs they 
would know what to do with me. Huekstep agreed 
with them ; and after directing me to go to the house and 
prepare more of the wash for John's back, he called af- 
ter me with an oath, to see lo it that 1 had some for my- 
self, for he meant to give me, at least, two himdred and 
fifty lashes. I returned to the house, and scarcely con- 
scious of what I was doing, filled an iron vessel with 
water, put in the salt and pepper ; and placed it over 
ihe embers. 

As I stood by the ftre watching the boiling of the 
mixture, and retlecting upon the dreadful torture to 
which I was about lobe subjected, the thought oC escape 
flashed upon my mind. Tlie chance wae a desperate 
one; but I resolved to attempt it, I ran up stairs, tipd 
my shirt in a handkerchief, and stepped out of the back 
door of the house, telling Aunt Polly to take care of 
the wash at the fire until I returned. The sun was 
about one hour high, but luckly for mc the hands as 
well as the three overseers, were on the other side of the 
house. I kept the house between them and myself, and 
ran as fast as I could for the wooda On reaching Ihem 
I foimd-mysolf obliged to proceed .slowly, as there was 
a thick undergrowth of cane and reeds. Night came on. 
I straggled forward by a dim s lar-light, amidst vines 
and reed beds. About midnight the horizon began lo 
be overcast; and the darlmess increased, tmtil, in the 
thick forest, I could ocarcely sec a yard before me. 
Fearing that I might lose my way and wander towards 
the plantation, instead of from it, I resolved to wait 
until day. I laid down upon a little hillock:, and fell 
asleep. 

When X awoke it was brcrid day. The clouds had 
■vanished, and the hot sunshine fell through the trcca 



upon my face. I started up, realizing my situal, 
and darted onward. My object was to reach the gi 
road by wliich we had travelled when wc came ou 
from virghiia. I had. however, very little hope of 
escape. 1 knew that a not pursuit would be made after 
me, and what I most dreaded was, that the overseer 
would procure Crop'.-s bioodliounds to follow my track. 
If only the hounds of our planunioi: were .';cnt after 
me, I liOfl hopes of being able to make friends of them, 
as they were always good-natured and obudienl to me. 
I travelled until, as near as 1 could judge, about ten 
o'clock, T/h3n a distant sound slanlcd mc. I stopped 
and listened. Il was Ihe deep bay of the bloodhound, 
apparently at a great distance. I hurried on until 1 
came to a creek about fifteen yards wide, skirtcd'by an 
almost impenetrable growth of reeds and cane. I*lun- 
ginginto it, 1 swam across and ran down by the side of it , 
a short distance, and, in order to balHe the dcgs, swam 
back to the other side again. I stopped in the rccd-bcd 
and listened. Tlie dogs seemed close at hand, and by the 
loud barking I felt persuaded that Crop's hounds were 
with them. I thought of the fate of Little John, who 
had been lorn in pieces by the hounds, and of tlie 
scarcely less dreaduil condition of those who had esca- 
ped the dogs only to fall into the hands of the overseer. 
The yell of the dogs grew.loudcr. Escape seemed im- 
possible. I ran down to the creek with a determination 
to drown myself. I plunged Into the water and went 
down to the bottom; out the dreadful strangling sensa- 
tion compelled mc to struggle up lo the surface. Again 
I heard the yell of the bloodhounds; and again desper- 
ately plunged down into the water. As I went Aovrti 1 
opened my mouth, and, choked and gasping, I fcund 
myself once more struggling upward. As I rosqtotho 
top of the water and caught a glimpse of the Gurishine 
and the trees, the love ol life revived in me. I :.v;am 
to the other side of the creek, and forced mv way 
through the reeds lo a large tree, and stood under one 
of its lowest limbs, ready in case of necessity, to spring 
up into it. Here panting and exhausted, I stood wait- 
ing for the dogs. The woody seemed full of tlicm. I 
heard a bell tinkle, and, n moment after, our old hound 
"Venus came bounding through the cane, dripping wet 
from the creek, An tho old hound came tovmrds mc, 
, I called, to Iicir c3 I used to do wheD. out hunting with 
, lie r. - i3he stopped suddenly, looked up at mo, and then 
-,vG[^;;fns her tall and fawning nround me. A 
mutuant r.Ucr other dogs came up hot in the cliase, 
and with their no;::; to the ground. I called to them, 
but they did not look up, but camo yelling on. t w^ia 
just about to spring Into tlis tree lo avoid them when 
Venus the old hound mcf'th'im, and stopped them. 
They then all came fawning and playing and jumping 
about mc. The very creatures whoni n, moment before 
I had feared would tear me limb from Mmb, v/erc now 
leaping and licking my hands, and rolling on'the leaves 
around mc. 1 listened awhile in iho fear of hearing 
the Voices cf men following the dogs, bnt there was no 
sound in the forest save the gurgling of the sluggish 
waters of the creek, and tlie chirp of black squirrcU in 
the trees. I took courage and stalled onward once 
more, taking the dogs with me. The bell on the neck 
of the old dog, I feared might betray me, and, unablo 
to get it olT her neck, I twisted some of the long mosa 
of the trees around it, so as lo prevent its ringing. At 
night I halted once more with the dogs by my side. 
Harassed with fear, and toniicntcu ■*v ith hunger, I laid 
down and tried to sleep. But the dogs were tmeasy, 
and would start up and bark at the cries or the foot- 
steps of wild animals, and I was obliged to use my ut- 
most exertions to keep them quiet, fearing that their 
barking would draw my pursuers upon mo. I slept 
but little: and as soon as daylight, siarled forward 
again. -The next day toward-s evening, I reached a 
great road which, I rejoiced to find, was the same v/hlch 
my master and mj'self had travelled on our way to 
Greene county. I now thought it best to get rid ol the 
dogs, and accordingly started them in pursuit of a deer. 
They went off, yelling on the track, and I never saw 
them again. I remembered that iny master told me, 
near this place, that wc were in the Creek country, and 
that there were some Indian settlements not Ihr distant, 
lu the course of the evening I crossed the road, and 
striking into a palh through the woods, soon came to a 
number of Indian cabins. I went into one of them 
and begged for some food. The Indian women receiv- 
ed me "with a great deal of kindness, and gave me ti 

food supper of venison, ccvti bread, and stcv/ed pump- 
in. I remained with them ml the evening of the next 
day, when 1 started afresh on my, journey. ' I kept.'' 
the road leading lo Georgia. In the latter part cfj 
ni^ht I entered into a lo32 botlon, l:c::vi'' i-'r 



n APaiA'TlVE OF. JAj\iES .vVlLLIATia.' 



. r ^— :;omL-l!,Tic2 onllcd -"Wolf -Yallcv.' Jt way a drcai-y 
— j'd frightful- li'mcc. . As 1 -n'iiilicu or., I hcuvl 'jh 
i.;idc3 tliu howliiijj of thu wolves, and iho quick paticr 
ot'lhcir'fcct oit Wlici leaves aiid"* sticks, us they ran 
tlitou^'h the wooda. At da^liglit I laid ad\vu, but liad 
"iicarcciv closed my cyea x/hon I was roused up by the 
■T/olvc's'eij'nrling and howll^r,;' Uroimd rae. ' I started on 
my feet, and uaw several of lliem running by me. I 
'did net aEain close my eyes during the wliole day. In 
-tho afternoon, a bear with her I wo cubacamo to a largo 
chesnut tree near where I lay. She crept up the tree, 
-%vent out oa one of the Hmba, and broirc off several 
■twigs in trying to fihalte down the nuts. They were 
not ripe enough to fall, and, nller several vain altempls 
to procure some of them, she crawled down the tree 
■again and went off with her young. 

■ The day wan longnnd tedious. As soon as \t was 
dark, I onco more resumed my journey. But fatigue 
and the want of food and sleep rendered me nlmost in- 
^capable of further effort. It was not long before I fell 
asleep, ^ihi\Q v/alUtn" nnd wandcr'id out of the road. 
I was awakened by n oiinch of moss which hung down 
from the limb of a trea^nd met-my face. I looked up 

■ nnd saw, as I thought, a large man standing just before 
-mc. My first idea was that some one had struck me 
'over tho face,-nnd that I had been at last overtaken by 

HucVdtep, Rubbing my eyes once more, I saw the figure 
'before mc sink down upon its hands and knc33. Ano- 
-ther glance assured rae that it was a bear and not a 
-man. He passed across thq toad and disappeared. 
: Tills adventure kept me awake for the remainder of 
iho night. Towards morning I passed by a plantation, 
oil which was a fine growth of peach trees, full of ripe 
-.'ruit.- I took as many of them as I could conveniently 
i in my hands and pockets, and retiring a little 
'disia.i'jc into the woods, laid down nnd slept till even- 
ing, ^Htm I .■■'^ain went forward, 
k Sleeping, [^.v ^ by day and travelling by_ night; in adi- 
-:rcction towards liic North Star, I entered Georgia. As 

■ I only travelled in ili - night time, I was unable to rec- 
-ognizc rivers and placs>,b '.-Iiich Iliad seen before until 

I reached Columbus, ^.'...\■■^ 1 recollected I had been 
v.dth.-my hv'.ii-T, "From ■thi * jdacc I took tho road 
■,liiadin'-,-io A7p.shington,- aha. ' '/-vd directly through 
■that ^'iUJirjii,: 'On leaving llic vtllagu, I f(.iind ni}\v:!f 

• co'(ti"i'.t'.' tij expectation,, in nn opcni'oautry lirj 

,1,1 1 ^^;;li^;d^odTn^t^l^dI^y;;-^r^>!:<■ ■:, , ; 

icr'trtcs, aud hurried on tow.'a.'-:> ij'..r^^a' and bcati"- 

■ ifnl plantation:; were an eac'.', .ide of mo, from which 

• could hear dog^ barJ:: . U'A ilio' driver's horn sounding. 
-On reaeliing^thc trci'-. i luiiiid that they afforded bnta 

■ poor placG of colicnviiuent, ' On, either.hand, throush 
-Its-openings, I-cuiUd see the men turning out to tne 
' cotton' field I lound a place to lie down between two 

oalc stuini^ij, around which tho new shoots had sprung 
-np' i.-'Oklvi forming a comparatively' close snelter. 
AiliM eating some peaches, which smce leaving tho 
inLliaii' settlement had constituted ray solo food, I fell 
asleep. 1 was waked by the barking of a dog. Raising 
my head and looking through the bashes, 1 found that 

■ the dog was barking at a b'ack squirrel who was chat- 
tering on a limb almo^t din-ctly above me, -A raomenl 
after, I heard a voice speaking to the dog, and soon 

" caw- a man with a gnn in his Jiand, stealing through 
;^:tha,wood.~ He passed close loThe slumps, where Hay 
" trembling with terror lest jic should discover me. He 
i JJepfhi'^i eye however upon th^ tree, and raising his gun, 
"-fired.' -The nqulrrcl dropped dead close by my aide. I 
-'saw that any further attempt at concealment would be 

in vain, and sprung upon my feet. The man started 
-1 forward on seeing mc, strucl: at mo with his gim and 
; beat myhat off. ' iJcapcdinto the road; and he foUow- 
■.cdafter, swcarin?; ho would shoot mo if I didn't stop. 

Knowing'.that his gun was not loaded, I paid no nlten- 
^ tion lo-hiih, but ran across the.road into n cotton field 

• where there v/as n" great gang of slaves working. The 
man with the gun followed, andcalledto the two colored 
driven who wcra on horseback, to ride after me and 

-■ stop me. I saw a large piece of woodland at some 
.'(UsuiKcc ahead, and directed my course towards it. Just 

- as 1 r'cuchcd it, I looked back, and saw my-pursuer far 
behind me j' and found, to my great joy, that the two 

-. drivers had not followed me. T, got behind a tree, and 
" Koon heard the' man enter t7iQ woods and pass mc. 

- Aftt:r ali had been still for more than en hour,-! crept 
into a ,low ' ]-l.''de in the depth of the woods, and laid 

- ddv.-n Piii' ' ■: -i "icd of reeds, where I again icW asleep. 
' Towavd'i uvonin;,',',v;i" awaking, I found the sky begin- 
'•^ing to b j cloudy, and before night set ir. it was com- 

'lcv;ly overcast. Having lost my hat, I ilcdcn old 
.;ndl:i;rchicf over my head, and prepared to 'resume 



my jouriioy. It v.'a^ t'o-^sY '^'^'^ very dark, end involved 
2° l was-iri ;hc.ma/.ea of the forest, I did not knov/ jn 
what direction I v,-as going. I wandercd_*on.'untU I 
readied a road, v.'ldch I suppo:;cd to he tlie tanic one 
which i had lelt. Tho next day the weather v.'cs still 
darl: and rainy, and continued so for several days. 
During this time I slept only by leaning against.' the 
bodj- of a tree, a3 the ground was soaked v.'iih rain. 
On the fifth mglit after my adventure .near Washing- 
ton, thtS clouds broke av/ay, and the clear moonlight 
ana thu- stars choce dou-n upon me. . -* 

T looked up to ;-oe the North Biar, which I suppcied 
EtiU, before mc. .But I soaght it in vain in "alf. tlmt 
quarter of the heavens. Adrcridful thought came over 
me that 1' had been travelling out of my v/ay. 1 turned 
jound and Eai7 thf: Kortli Star, which had been shining 
directly upon my back. I tlicn knew that I had been 
travelling,- away from freedom, and towards the place 
of my captivity cvorsinco I Inftlhe v/oods into which 
I had.bcen'pursucU on thtriJIst, five daj-s before. -Oh, 
tho keeniiJid bitter agony of that moment I 1 sat down 
on the decaying trunk of a" fallen tree, and wept like' a 
child. Exliausted in mind nnd body, nature came at 
last to my rdlcf, and l fell asleep upon the log. "Whoii 
I awoke it wns sljll dark. I ro^e and nerved myself 
for another effort for freedom. Taking the North- Star 
for my guide, I turned upon ray traclc, and left onco 
more the dreaded - iVontiers of Alabama beliind toe. 
The next night, after crossing a considerable river; I 
came to a large road crossing the one on which I trav- 
elled, nnd which seemed to lead more directly towards 
the North. I took this road, nnd the noit night after, 
I came to a large village. Passing through tlie main 
street, I saw a large hotel which 1 at once recollected. 
I was in AugusUi, and this was the hotel at which my 
master had spent several days when i was with him, 
on one of his southern visits. I heard the guards pa- 
trolling tho town cry the hour of twelvej and fearful 
of being taken up, I turned out of tho main street, and 
got upon the road leading to Peiersburg, On reaching 
the latter place, I swam over the Savannah river into 
"South Carolina, and from thence passed into North 
Carolina. 

Hitherto 1 had lived mainly upoil pcachea, wliich 
wcro plenty cn a!mo?tall the plantations in Alabama 
;;r;dCeoi-graj b-:^ ,t!n; season was now too far advanced 
■ i'i..--".L- . . .--V:i:>-<'. to.i'cfort-io apples: " These 

i eb;;iiiii.d v.-!::jl. mixc'n difiicultr until wilhio Xwo or 
three days journey of the Virginia line. , At this lime 
I had had nothing to cat but two or three sniall and sour 
apples fur twenty-four honrSj.and'-I waited impatiently 
for night, in the Uopo of obtaining fruit from the orchards 
along tho road, I passed by several plantations, but 
foimd no apples. After midnight, I pa-ssed near a large 
house, with fruit trees around it. 1 senvched under, 
and climbed up and shook several of them to no purpose. 
At last I found n tree on which there were a few apples. 
On shaking it.half a dozen fell. I &ot down, and went 
groping and feeling about for them in the grass, but 
could find only two, the rest were devoured by sevcrul 
hogs who were there on the same errand with myself. 
I puroued my way until day waa about breaking, wJicn 
I passed another house. The feeling of extreme hunger 
was here so intense, that it rcquirctta^l lhc:i;esolution 1 
was master of to keep myself from going up to the 
houso and breaking Into it ia'scarchm food. But the 
thought of bcin'; again inade a slave, and of suffering 
the horrible punishment of n runaway restrained me. i 
lay in tho woods nil that day without food. The next 
evening, I soon found a large pile of excellent apples, 
from which I supplied myself. 

The next evening I reached Halifax Court House, 
nnd I then, knew that I was near Virginia. On the 7th 
of October, I came to the Roauoke, and crossed it in 
the midstof nviolcnlstorm of rain andiliundcr. The 
current ran so furiously that I v/as carried down with 
it, and with great difficulty, nnd in a slate of complete 
exhaustion, reached the opposite shore. , 

At about 2 o'clock, on the night of tho 35lh, I ap- 
proached Hichmond, but not daring to go into the city 
at that hour, on account of the patrols, I lay in the woods 
near Manchester, until the next evening, when I started 
in the twilight, in order to enter before the setting of 
the watch. I passed over the bridge unmolested, nl- 
Ihoagh [n great fear, ns my tattered clothes and naked 
head were well calculated to excite suspicion; and-bc- 
ing v.'ell ncquainicd with the localities of tho city, made 
my way to the house of a fricncl. i "n-as received 'i-ith 
the utmost kindness, and T.-elcomcd cs QUQ.riscn.firom 
Ihedend. Ob,howincxpressiblyswcctwere thctonesof 
human cymriaihy, after the dreadful' trials to Vvhich I 
had bticn cuc.jcctcd — the wrongs nnd outrages which I 



witnec^ed and cvfTercdl For belT.'f:eG two and ihr'' ; 
montlL-j I had not spolccn with a human bidng, and i' 
sound even of ray own voice nfjv.' ncuhcd i-tran^ic Ut 
'cars. - Duringlhis time, cave in two orthrcniij'i'M'L', 
1 had lasted of no food- except pcnches and applco. 1 
was supplied with tome dried meat and coffee, hut t!; j 
fu^t mouthful occasioned nau:ica and faintnc^s. I 
compelled to take my bed, nnd lay'.'^ick forEevcraldaj:;. . 
By the assiduous cllention nnd'l:induc;"-.3 of my fvii'nd 
Iv.-asbupplicdVv'Uhcvcry tiling which war. neef.i:J;iri- cu- 
ring my i^icJaierG. I was detained in Itiehmond r.c::rly ■ 
a month. Astgon as I had sufficiently vccoyi'icc! iob,; 
able to proceed on my journey, Ibade my kind hv t and 
bin v.-ife nn aiicctiopiue farewell, and set fon.-ard oiicrt 
moru lov/ard;; a land of freedom., 1 longed to vi^it niv jj'' 
wife, ijhd children in Powhatan county,,but the drcnd d'f 
belD" discovered prevented me from ntiemrti:!^ ii." T 
■had learned frbra my friends in Richmond tliat ti._ / 
were living andin good hcalih, but greatly dl3trcs:;cd oh 
my acconnu / ' , - ^ . ■ 

-My friends had provided mo with a Air cap, nnd with . ' 
as much lean ham, cake and blceuit, m I could conve- 
niently carry. I proceeded in ihc same Avay ns before, ' 
travelling by night and lyiugclose and sleeping by day. ., 
About the last of November I reached Ihe Shenandoah ." 
river. It was very cold ; deo had alrcody formed n]oi\',' 
tho margin, nnd in swimming the river I wascl'.illcd ■ 
through : and my clothes, frozo nbout.tne snon'after I'.'f 
had reached the opposite side; Ipassedinto Maryland, .- 
and on the Cth of December, stepped across the' Hno ■ 
.which divided the free state" of Pennsylvania from tho 
Irihd of slavery. . - - _ 

1 hadJLfew shillings in rnoney which wore given mo 
at Richmond, and alter trdvelhng nearly t'.venty-four;, 
hours flom the time I crossed the, line, i Vcnturcd to 
call at a tavern", and buy a dinner.- On- reaching Car- ' 
lisle, I enquireil of the ostler in n sfablc if heltnew of. , 
any one v/ho wished to diirc a.hbii-'jj-servam or coach- 
man. He said he did not. " Some more colored peoplo 
camo in, and taking mc aside , told Tn.c ihr,i tliey k'nevr 
that'Iivas from Virginia, by mypronuni i..",'rn of cer- 
tain Words — that I was probably, a runaway :davi, — biit , 
that I need not be alarmed, as ihcy .were, friends, and ■ 
would do all in thoii;powcr to protect mc. f wni; 'a'-^cn* ■ 
homeby one of them, atid treated v.-iih tlieutmo.' VA'.ii' 
ness; nnd at night he, ifbli: i;ic"in a v/jgo'm and c> rritd" 
mc Jiuwcdislnncc cn 'niy 'V'Ciy to Harritb'.n v,-^-. ' hb ' 
Slid 1 ;;ho!:ld'.nc2t wiiii'iri^i'idL;.- V ■ - 

He told'jnc-'thCit I had betlur go dire'cUy I;. l-h:!;:_dcl-' ', 
I)hia,.as there nconldbc less danger of my beiii;;di'-cov-" 
ercd'and relaken'tbere Ihah in the country, and thero ■ 
v/cre ,a great many persor^ there 'who would e^ert- 
theraselves to -■sci-ure mc from, the nlavchohh'n). Tn 
parting he cautioned me against converslng'orstoppins ■ 
with any man on tho road, unless, ho w-ore' a plain, 
straigiit collar on a round coat, nnd 'said,'" thee,',' a!!a 
"thou." By following hia direclions I, arrived tafcly 
in - Philadelphia, htiving been kindly cntertriincd and 
a.'isistcdon my journey, by eevcral.hencvolent gtjnih^- 
mcn and ladips, nhose compassica for the v;ay\vorn 
and hunted stranger I shall never forget, and- wl^fPG 
names -will olwayshpdcar to me. On reaching Ph'I!n.-' 
delphia, 1 \\aa visited by a large number oi .the AbbU- ■ 
lionists, and ftiends of 'the^olorcd people, \vlio,. after 
hearing ray ilory, thought it would not hcf^pafc lur me 
to remain m any partol thctTnited States.'-'? ! remained 
in Philadelphia a few days'; and then a gcnllouian caine 
on to New-York with me, I being coa;,jdered on" board 
the steam-boat, and in the cam, na his servant. I arri- ' 
vcd at New-York, on the' 1st 'of January.. , The syinj::!- 
thy and kindness which I have every ^vhcro mct>-iih 
since leaving tho sl:ivc_ states, has been the more grate- 
ful to ms because it "wa's in a great mcasnr.-: uncxpccti'd.- ^ 
Tlic slaves are always told that if they 'escape into a 
free state,* lliey v/Jll be seized and put in .prison, until 
their masters send for them. I had her.rd Huck':ti:n : 
and the other overseers occaiJionally spcalc of Iho Abe- ' 
litlonists, but I did not know or dream that ihcy wcie 
the friends of the slave. Oh. If llic misorablomcn ::tnd 
women, now toiling, on the plantations of Alab::nia, 
could know that ihourand-.! in the frco statcs arc prnyir.g 
ond striving for their deliverance, hoy/ wo'ald the ^dud 
tidings be whispered from cabin to cabin, .and liov/ 
wouldlhc slave-mothcras she v.'.ilchcs over her infimt,-' 
bless God) on her -knees, for the hope iha'. this child i;f 
her day of sorrow, mljTht never rcali'/e irt, Ltripc:;, i?.nd 
toil, and grief uns^ei'-irrdilc, what it iito ba a s1.'i\tj'J 

Tlifa Nnrrclivc ciiibo d at ihfj Drpciitoiy of t}io ;\r.,.i-;- 
can Aati-S!aTcry Society. Uo Nanna Sircb:, YctV.. 
in a nciLt volume, IC.^ pp. «:i.'bclliyhcd v,-il!i*G!i 'nt 
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